June 21, 1906. } THE BOARD OF TRADE JOURNAL. 907 


Hoard of Grade Journal. 


Vol. LITI.]) June 21, 1906. (No. 499 

















The Offices of the Commercial Intelligence Branch of the 
Board of Trade are at 73, Basinghall Street, London, E.C. — 
registered telegraphic address, “ Advantage, London,” telephone 
number 12807 Central. A statement of the objects and work of 
the Branch will be found on p. 602. 

Attention is directed to the Sample Room, where the following 
are on view, among other exhibits :— 





Reference in 


Samples, “ Board of Trade Journal.” 








Date. Page. 





Specimen of Chinese Students’ uniform .,. | 3lst May, 1906 | 407 
Cotton grown in Spain ... ae woe | 24th ,, " 382 
Zapupe fibre from Mexico ii er), ape “ 324 
Guatemala cotton said to be weevil-resisting | 19th April, 1906 | 128 
Cotton cloth manufactured at Ichang ...|_,, - » | aes 
Raw Argentine cotton, bobbins of yarn 
and patterns of knitted material from 
Buenos Ayres ... nee ale a i ¥ 36 
German woollen cloths sold in Alexandria | 8th March, 1906 | 476 
Textiles sold in Zanzibar ... ae ... | 20th Jan., 1906} 175 
* on de oe - ie 175 
Pyrophyllite and shale from Newfoundland | 11th __,, 81 
Iron ore from various places alluded to in 
“Tron Ore Depositsin Foreign Countries ” 


issued by the Board of Trade ... ... | loth June, 1905 | 521 











The following Special Trade Enquiry Offices are also at 
73, Basinghall Street, E.C.:—India, Dominion of Canada, 
Queensland, Cape of Good Hope, Transvaal and Orange River 
Colony. Statements of the objects and work of these Enquiry 
Offices will be found on p. 603. 





OPENINGS FOR BRITISH TRADE. 


BRITISH INDIA. 


The Board of Directors of the Southern Mahratta Railway 
Company, Limited, are prepared to receive 
tenders for six locomotive boilers, as per specifi- 
cation and drawings which may be seen at the 
Offices of the Company, 46, Queen Anne’s Gate, London, 8.W. 


Locomotive 
Boilers. 
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The charge for each specification is one guinea, which will not be 
returned. Tenders must be sent in addressed to the Secretary, 
marked ‘‘Tender for Boilers,” not later than mid-day on the 
26th June, 1906. The Directors do not bind themselves to 


accept the lowest or any tender. 


AUSTRALIAN COMMONWEALTH. 


The “Commonwealth of Australia Gazette” announces that 

tenders, endorsed “ ‘Tenders for Glass Insula- 
Glass Insulators. tors,” will be received at the office of the Deputy 

Postmaster-General, Melbourne, up to noon on 
Tuesday, 7th August, 1906, for the supply of 20,000 Western 
Union pattern Double Shed Single Groove Glass Insulators (5,000 
to be delivered at Sydney, Melbourne, Adelaide, and Brisbane 
respectively); and 5,000 Double Groove Glass Insulators (1,250 
to be delivered at Sydney, Melbourne, Adelaide, and Brisbane 
respectively), in accordance with specifications and general condi- 
tions of contract, which may be obtained at the General Post 
Offices at Sydney, Melbourne, Brisbane, and Adelaide. 








CANADA. 


The following were 1 the recent enquiries relating to Canadean 
al . trade received at the Canadian Government 
og oe Offices, 17, Victoria Street, London, 8.W., whence 
‘further information regarding them may be 
obtained :— 
Home Enquiries.—A London firm manufacturing bagging such 
as is used for making grain sacks, buntings, tent ducks, canvas 
oods, cords and twines, &c., desire to extend their Canadian con- 
nection, and have asked to be placed in communication with im- 
porters in the Dominion. 
A Glasgow: distilling firm are desirous of communicating with 
reliable firms in their line of business in the Yukon district. 
Canadian Enquiry—A New Brunswick firm manufacturing 
woodenware—pails, tubs, &c.—wish to correspond with English 


importers. 

Note——For further information regarding any of the above, 
application should be made to the High Commissioner for Canada, 
17, Victoria Street, S.W. 


The following trade enquiries have been received at the Canadian 
Government City Trade Branch, 73, Basinghall Street, E.C., whence 


further information regarding them may be obtained :— 
Home Enguiries—A company manufacturing chilled wheels for 


tramways and railway supplies are prepared to appoint a suitable 
Canadian resident agent. 
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CANA DA—continued. 


A firm manufacturing various kinds of engineers’ tools would 
like to obtain a share of Canadian trade. 

A firm manufacturing photographic printing paper wish to 
communicate with Canadian importers of photographic materials. 

Canadian Enquiries—A company in Nova Scotia, experienced in 

export trade, would be pleased to hear from United Kingdom 
importers of apples. 

A firm of manufacturers’ sales agents in Toronto, possessing an 
established connection with the wholesale and retail drug trade, 
are prepared to represent United Kingdom manufacturers of goods 
dealt in by the trade. 

A firm in Toronto wish to represent actual manufacturers of 
ingot tin and pig lead. 





Note.—For further information regarding any of the above, 
application should be made to the Canadian Government City 
Trade Branch, 73, Basinghall Street, E.C. 





NORWAY. 
H.M. Consul at Christiania (Mr. A. 8. MacGregor), has forwarded 


copy of an announcement issued by the Drammen 
Gas Coal. Gas Works, inviting tenders for the supply of 
about 2,000 tons of gas coal—New Pelton, 
Benwell, Thomley, Wearmouth, Londonderry, New Pelaw, or other 
similar coal. Tenders, in sealed envelopes marked “ Kul,” should 
be addressed to “ Drammens Gasveerk, Drammen,” where they will 
be received up to 4 p.m. on Wednesday, the 27th June. The coal 
is to be delivered in three lots, one-third in the middle of August, 
one-third in the middle of November, and one-third at the end of 
December of this year. Such further conditions as are contained 
in the notice (in Norwegian), may be seen at the Commercial 
Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade, 73, Basinghall Street, 
London, E.C. 





DENMARK. 


M. Consul at Copenhagen (Captain Boyle) reports that tenders 

are invited for the supply and delivery of 

Telephone Wire. 32,400 kilos. of bronze, steel and iron wire, 
and 3,333 yards of isolated single wire for a 

telephone plant in the Faroe Islands. Tenders will be received 
by the Magistrate, Mr. Baerentsen, Hotel King of Denmark, 
Copenhagen, up to mid-day on the 23rd June. <A copy of the 
conditions of tender (in Danish) may be seen at the offices of the 


Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade, 73, 
Basinghall Street, E.C. 
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DENMARK — continued. 


Capt. Boyle has also forwarded a copy of the conditions of tender 
for the supply of 1,550 cast-iron pipes to the 
Cast-Iron Pipes. Copenhagen Gas and Lighting Department. 
These conditions may likewise be inspected at 

the Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade. 
Copies of the conditions may be obtained from the Director of 
the Lighting Department at Copenhagen, by whom tenders must 

be received by mid-day on the 25th June. 





GERMANY: 


H. M. Consul General at Hamburg (Sir W. Ward, C.V.O.) reports 

that the prospects for the present year for 

Coal. British coal in Germany are considered to be 

very favourable. All branches of German 

manufacturing industry, especially the iron industry, shipbuilding, 

&c., are fully occupied, and are stated to be supplied with orders 

for a long time to come. Further, all over Germany different 

kinds of public works are being taken in hand, and at Hamburg 

alone the extensive works for improving the existing railway 

arrangements, the construction of new local electrical lines, of 

a tunnel under the Elbe, of the new shipbuilding yard of the 

Vulcan Company, &c., will call for large shiploads of coal. 
(Foreign Office, Annual Series, 3,627.) 





BELGIUM. 


The Acting British Consul-General at Antwerp (Mr. W. Lydcotte) 

Taishan has forwarded particulars of a notice, issued by 

picaneniition the Municipal Authorities of that city, inviting 

‘tenders for the work of reconstruction of the 

Government Bonded Warehouses, known as the ‘ Nord-Ancien 
and Nord-Nouveau.” 

The specification (‘‘ Cahier des Charges,” No. 1,144) relating to 
the contract may be obtained from the Hotel de Ville, Antwerp, 
at a cost of 2 francs. 

All tenders should be sent in sealed registered envelopes, 
addressed ‘‘A Monsieur le Bourgmestre en _ lHotel-de-ville 
d’Anvers,” and should reach the Hotel de Ville not later than the 
16th August. A deposit of 1,000/. is required to qualify any 


tender. | 
A copy of the specification may be seen at the offices of the 


Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade, 73, 
Basinghall Street, London, E.C. 


_ 
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FRANCE: 


H.M. Consul at Bordeaux (Mr. R. Macdonald) reports the 
probability of diminished shipments of United 


ee States agricultural machinery this year to his 
Pp ws na ed hi district in view of the large stocks left on hand 
, Engines in 1905, He remarks that the higher price of 


British farming machinery is slowly but surely 
reducing, each season, the British percentage of the total of 
farming machinery coming to France. There are exceptions, 
however, in the case of certain classes of machines, particularly 1 in 
that of British portable steam engines, which hold their own and 
are even increasing in favour. In the Department of the Landes 
hundreds of these portable engines are employed in the pine 
forests for sawing, and the present high price of turpentine and 
pine wood makes this department an exceptionally rich field. 
British makers should, however, note that large semi-portable 
engines of from 80 to 3800 horse-power for producing electric 
current are now finding their way into Bordeaux from Germany, 


H.M. Consul also reports that an interesting novelty was placed 

upon the Bordeaux market at the beginning of 
Essence Engine. 1906 in the shape of a small low-speed essence 

engine for farm purposes, such as pumping, 
straw-cutting or any other farm or domestic requirement for a 
handy motor; these engines, running at 300 revolutions per 
minute instead of the 1 000 to 2,000 revolutions of the ordinary 
French engine, are particularly adapted to use by the peasantry. 
The 2 horse-power engine of this class can be sold retail in 
Bordeaux for 800 fr. (82/.).. It can also be furnished with a self- 
igniting apparatus in the shape of a small dynamo. 


Mr. Macdonald further reports that business in British tool steel 
for fast-speed machinery seems healthy, but 

Tool Steel. the best authorities on the spot declare that 
much more could be done if British firms were 

less slow to see the advantage of having their travellers, with 
plenty of time at their disposal, among the buyers. (Foreign 


Office, Annual Series, 3,616.) 





FRANCE—CORSICA. 


H.M. Consul at Ajaccio (Mr. W. J. Holmes) refers in his report to 
articles which might find a sale in the island, 
or the sale of which might be increased, e.9. 
cotton and woollen fabrics, thread, pins and 
needles in cases, and haberdashery in general, Morocco leather 
goods, such as purses, small bags used by ladies for carrying their 
handkerchiefs, &>., and other fancy goods, biscuits, jams, tools 


Articles in 
Demand. 
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(files, awls, gimlets, hammers, &c.), oil lamps and candlesticks, 
soaps, drugs, felt hats, iron bedsteads, and cheap cutlery. It 
should be remembered, the Consul says, that as the class of people 
who ask for goods of superior make or quality is not numerous in 
Corsica, for the most part only the cheapest kinds are likely to 
prove acceptable to local tradesmen. (Foreign Office, Annual 


Series, 3,614.). See also under British Trade Abroad, p. 571. 


SPAIN: 


According to the report of H.M. Consul at Corunna (Mr. C. M. 
Trayner), one class of article which might 





“ and tt possibly be introduced there with success on a 
Aaa larger scale than at present is heating appa- 


ratus for houses, such as oil or gas stoves. 
The houses are almost all built without chimneys, and the building 
not being of the first class, people suffer considerably during the 
autumn and winter months from cold. Many persons are now 
using small gas stoves or petroleum lamp stoves, but petroleum is 
very dear, and the small gas stoves are not very satisfactory. A 
good portable stove consuming not much fuel would probably 
have considerable success in the long run, although it might 
require some time to get it into general favour. The same 
remarks would apply also to good kitchen ranges, ‘Those in use 
at present are either Spanish or French make, and are placed on 
a strong marble or stone slab raised about 24 feet from the ground 
‘under the open chimney; the ranges themselves are about 14 feet 
deep by 3 feet in length, leaving very little space for an oven. 
These stoves are also proportionately very dear as the average 
price for an ordinary sized one is about 61. to 71. 


Mr. Trayner further reports that such articles as paints, enamel 
paints, agricultural implements, small hard- 
ware, such as locks and keys, &c., drugs and 
patent medicines, and all small industrial 
machines, will find a ready sale in the district of Villagarcia. 
(Foreign Office, Annual Series, 3,612.) ) 


Articles in 
Demand. 





Railway See notice on p. 582 as to railways under 
Material. construction and projected in Asturias. 
ITALY, 


The British Vice-Consul at Turin (Mr. 8. Guattari),reports a good 

opening there for gentlemen’s underclothing, 

Haberdashery. shirts, collars, gloves, neckties, &c., of British 

manufacture. Only high-class goods would 

find a market because the cheaper kind is manufactured locally. 

It is necessary that the goods should be offered by means of an 
experienced traveller who speaks at least French fluently. 

Communications from British manufacturers should be ad- 

dressed to the British Vice-Consul at Turin. 
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BULGARIA. 
In his report on the trade of Bulgaria for 1905, the British Vice- 
Consul at Sofia (Mr. G. O’B. Toulmin) remarks 


oo that agricultural machinery, supplied hitherto 
Buil neds by Austria-Hungary and Germany, forms one 
spepeene of the most pressing needs of the country, and 
Stati ; affords an excellent field for British enterprise. 

ationery. 


The activity of the building trade creates 
another opening for British cement, window-glass, iron bars and 
girders. 

Some portion of the paper trade, which is at present entirely 
monopolised by Austria-Hungary, should fall to British manu- 
facturers. Stationery of a superior quality is what is required, 
and would, Mr. Toulmin states, be bought in preference to the 
Austro-Hungarian article. 


With regard to Irish goods, Mr. Toulmin states that the best 
trade openings would be for neat-patterned 
stuffs for ladies’ dresses and gentlemen’s suitings, 
also cheap table cloths, napkins, sheetings, 
towels, handkerchiefs and linings. 


Dress Materials, 
Linens, &c. 


In the same report Mr, Toulmin refers to the steady development 
, of the railway system of Bulgaria, and points 
Railway . . 
Material out that besides the grant made by the Sobranje 
‘ for the extension of the Radomir line to the 
Macedonian frontier, and the connecting of the lines to the north 
and south of the Balkans, a further grant of 1,000,000/. has been 
made for the construction of several small lines. (Foreign Office, 
Annual Series, 3,630.) 





ROUMANIA, 

H.M. Consul-General at Galatz (Lieut.-Col. Trotter, C.B.), alluding 
to the import into Roumania of chemical 
Chemicals. materials and their products, some of which 
are much used in various industries and in 
enieaines, sulphate of copper being indispensable for the 
cultivation of vines and of great use in that of cereals, reports 
that the receipts of this class of goods has increased from an 
average of 350 tons in 1899-1901 to 980 tons in 1904, the greater 

part of the supply coming from Austria-Hungary. 


As regards the demand for articles of British production, Lieut.- 
Sditins : pentenh: Col. Trotter reports that textiles, agricultural 
nae ~ hem nt machinery, tin plates and roofing sheets are 
Tin Plates an z » still in constant demand. The British product 
estan timate has for years past had almost a monopoly of 
5 ’ these, but the Germans are introducing galvan- 

ised sheets for roofing, and are making some headway. 
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ROUMANIA—continued. 


The British Vice-Consul at Sulina (Mr. P. Sarell) states that a 
Rail scheme for building a railway from Toultcha 
0 ink (the principal town of the district) to 
aterial, = Constantza (Kustendjie) has taken definite 
shape, and the necessary law would probably have already passed 
the Chambers but for a discussion which has arisen as to the route 
to be followed by the new line. One scheme is to join Toultcha with 
the present Bucharest-Constantza main line by a line joining the 
former at Medijidié, and this, says Mr. Sarell, seems to be the more 
practical and likely scheme. The alternative plan is to carry the 
new line to Constantza. In either case the length of line to be 
constructed would be about 120 kilos. (74°52 miles), but the first 
route, in addition to establishing a shorter connection with 
Bucharest, would traverse a more populous district. (Foreign Office, 
Annual Series, 3,618.) 


According to “Curierul Financiar” (Bucharest) of 28th May/ 
Hosvital 10th June, plans are being prepared in the 
eens A -ttl Roumanian Ministry of the Interior for the 
‘construction of 32 rural hospitals. A sum of 

2,500,000 lei (about 100,000/.) has been voted for this purpose. 


UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. 


The following extracts from the report for 1905 of H.M. Consul 
at Chicago (Mr. A. Finn) indicate possible openings for British 


trade there :— 





“The Hudson Bay is said to swarm with cod and salmon at 
certain seasons of the year, and there should 


oo ing therefore be a fine opening for capital to start 
ieedathe ~4 canneries and curing places there even before a 


railway is built, as the salmon catch on the 
Pacific Coast is not nearly large enough to supply the growing 
demand. 


“The demand for India and Ceylon tea is growing slowly but 

steadily, chiefly in the large cities, but the 

Tea. greatest care should be shires not to try and 

force the market by large shipments on specu- 

lation, as such a course can only result, as it has in former years, 
in loss to the shipper. 


“ There is a great opening here for Indian art works, lace, jewellery, 
furniture, carpets, &c., but it is doubtful if the 
Indian Goods. Benares brass work would have much sale as it 
has been exploited here and would also now 
have to compete with Japanese brass goods. 
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UNITED STATES OF AMERICA—continued. 


‘“‘ Many of the Indian goods are practically unknown here and 
there are few, if any, genuine carpets or any furniture from that 
country. As mentioned in another part of this report (see p. 572) 
the sample room offered would be a means of bringing these goods 
before the public. 


“ Trish‘lace is in demand and there should be a good sale for china, 

Irish Lace ornaments, &c., if they could be brought before 

ene tla: gy the public, but the American people must be 

: persuaded to buy by bringing the article and 

its merits prominently before them.” (Foreign Office, Annual 
Serves, 3,622). 


The British Vice-Consul at Kansas City (Mr. F. 8. Young) in 
his report writes :— 
“There are large imports made, chiefly from Germany, of ready-made 
cotton apparel, including hose of a cheap quality. 
Practically none of this comes from the United 
Kingdom, the trade being monopolised by 
Continental manufacturers, chiefly German. For these cheap 
goods there isa large demand. . . . ‘The same is true with 
regard to certain woollen manufactures. The heavy duty upon 
Ww a prevents the trade being very large, but the German manu- 
facturer finds a market for various qualities of cheap woollen 
goods. 


Cotton Apparel : 
Cheap Woollens. 


‘In earthenware the British manufacturer is falling behind in 
percentage. Japan is supplying a considerable 
quantity, whilst decorated qualities come largely 


from France and Germany. .. . 


Earthenware. 


“ Attention is drawn to seeds in which there should be a good 

Seeds. opening for the British merchant. Attention 

is being given by farmers to the improved 
quality of seeds, and the total imports are increasing rapidly. 


‘Dried fish has been quite an important import, but it comes 
au exclusively from the Netherlands and Germany.” 
aren 7am. (Foreign Office, Annual Series, 3,622.) 





MEXICO. 


The Mexican “ Diario Oficial” of 29th May contains the text of 
Building Mate- ° contract entered into between the Mexican 
Government and Senor Lic. D. Pablo Mar- 
Sy SRN, OO ts del Rio, the representative of various 

Mexican railway companies, for the construction of a railway 
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MEXICOQ—continued. 


terminus at Vera Cruz. The contract also provides for the pro- 
vision of wharves, overhead cables, cranes, &c., to facilitate trade 
at the port. Free importation is allowed for the term of five 
years of all materials required for these works; during each of 
the ten years following, goods to the value of 20,000 dols. may be 
imported free of duty. 


The “ Diario” of 30th May contains copy of a contract entered 

into between the Mexican Government and the 

Railway Plant. Central Railway of Mexico, for the extension 

to Peribén of the existing railway between 

Yurécuaro and Los Reyes. Free importation of materials referred 
to in Article 74 of the Railway Law is allowed for five years. 


The “ Diario” of 31st May contains copy of a Law authorising the 
Government to expend 10,000,000 dollars of 

Port Works. the Treasury reserve funds and 4,000,000 dollars 

of the surplus revenue of the financial year 

1905-6 on port works at Salina Cruz and Coatzacoalcos. The 
Government is further authorised to raise 10,500,000 dollars for 
the same purpose by means of Treasury bonds, to be issued in the 


years 1906-7, 1907-8, and 1908-9. 





ARGENTINE REPUBLIC. 


With reference to the notice on p. 420 of the ‘“‘ Board of Trade 
Journal ” of 1st March, and to previous notices 
respecting improved mail and steamship com- 
Argentine and munication between the Argentine Republic 
dicts Wine and Europe, the Board of Trade have now 

P " received from the Argentine Legation in London 
translation of an Act of the Argentine Congress and a decree of 
the Government inviting tenders for the establishment of a line 
of fast steamers between European and Argentine ports. Sealed 
tenders will be received by the Commercial Department of the 
Ministry of Agriculture in Buenos Ayres up to the 1st October, 
1906, a deposit of 40,000 pesos, gold, being required to qualify 
any tender. Tenderers not residing in the Argentine must appoint 
a representative in Buenos Ayres for the purposes of the com- 
petition. The maximum bounty offered is 28,000 pesos, gold, 
for each round voyage during a period of ten years from the date 
of the first voyage ; and the bounty must not exceed 56,000 pesos, 
gold, per month. 

The full text of the Law and Decree, in which the bases of the 
competition are laid down, may be seen at the Commercial 
Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade, 73, Basinghall 
Street, E.C. 


Fast Steamer 
Service between 
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COSTA RICA. 


H.M. Consul at San José (M. F. N. Cox) calls attention in his 
recent report to the increasing quantities sent 
to Costa Rica by Germany of chemical manure, 
mineral waters, candles, rice, boot blacking (a 
brand of very light specific gravity easily undersells the heavier 
kinds sent from the United Kingdom owing to high duty being 
paid on the gross weight of goods), beer, manufactures of leather, 
matches, hardware, crockery, paper, and cotton and woollen goods. 


Articles in 
Demand. 


In Mr. Cox’s opinion, the small amount of machinery imported 
from the United Kingdom calls for special 
Machinery. notice. Machinery for the preparation of 
coffee, rice, sugar and cacao is now supplied 
mainly from the United States, because travelling agents of 
American firms frequently visit the country to consult with their 
clients and to look for business. ‘There are also various small 
industrial plants, such as saw mills, boot, mineral water, ice, 
match, candle, soap and macaroni factories, printing shops, &c. 
The advantages to the customer of being able to state his require- 
ments to, and consult with, a competent man about machinery are 
obvious. British firms whowish to push their industrial machinery, 
the superior quality of which is generally recognised, should, says 
Mr. Cox, be represented by agents competent to give some 
technical advice to customers. 


On the subject of Irish goods, Mr. Cox says that linen, as sheeting, 
towelling, serviettes and handkerchiefs, is 

Linen. imported, but in small quantities. The market 

is more suitable for cheap cotton goods of these 


classes. (Foreign Office, Annual Series, 3,615.) 





GUATEMALA. 


According to the report of H.M. Consul at Quezaltenango (Mr. H. 
Fleischmann), the Government of Guatemala 
has lately been interesting itself to secure a 
means of communication by rail along the coast 
of the departments of Quezaltenango and San Marcos. ‘The idea 
is to extend the existing railways intersecting rich zones produc- 
ing coffee, sugar cane, rubber, cocoa and corn, by a line running 
from Caballo Blanco to Coatepeque, and to continue from Coate- 
peque to Ayutla on the Mexican frontier, thus forming another 
link in the Pan-American Railway system. It is suggested that 
this work should be concluded before the end of 1908. (foreign 
Office, Annual Series, 3,620.) 


Railway 
Construction. 
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CHINA: 
H.M. Consul at Nanking (Mr. W. P. Ker), in reporting that during 
the last few years considerable extensions 
Bicycles. have been made to the carriage roads in that 
city, bringing the total length of macadamised 
roads to nearly 40 miles, expresses surprise, in view of the great dis- 
tances that have to be traversed and the comparative suitability ot 
the roads, at the small number of bicycles to be seen. Only 18 
appear in the Customs returns as imported in the last three years, 
and Mr. Ker thinks that there is an opening at Nanking for an 
extension of the business of Shanghai agencies in this direction. 
(Forevgn Office, Annual Series, 3,619.) 





EXHIBITIONS. 


GERMANY—BAVARIA. 

With reference to the announcement on p. 209 of the ‘‘ Board of 
a Trade Journal” of 1st February, respecting 
oo. of the Jubilee Exhibition of Bavarian Industry, 
Indust Handicraft Work, and Fine Arts, at Nuremberg, 
ty: the British Vice-Consul at that town (Mr. 8. 
Ehrenbacher) has forwarded a report on the exhibition, which was - 
opened on the 12th May, and is to remain open till October. 
This report, which contains very detailed information with regard 
to the exhibits in the various sections, together with a general 
catalogue of the exhibition, exhibition guide, and various sectional 
catalogues, may be inspected on application at the Commercial In- 
telligence Branch of the Board of Trade, 73, Basinghall Street, E.C. 
At the conclusion of his report Mr. Ehrenbacher states that he 
will be pleased to afford intending British visitors any assistance 
in his power if they wish to gain knowledge of any special exhibit 

or any particular section of the exhibition. 


UNITED STATES OF AMERICA: 


Samples of 
British Goods at 
Chicago Consulate. 





See notice under British Trade Abroad, 
p. 572. 





COMMERCIAL MISSION TO CANADA. 

The Advisory Committee on Commercial Intelligence have 
decided, with the approval of the Board of Trade, to despatch a 
Commercial Mission to Canada on the same lines as the Missions 
which have already been undertaken in South Africa, Australia, 
New Zealand and other countries. Mr. R. Grigg, the Commis- 
sioner appointed, will leave England in pursuance of his Mission 
in the course of a few weeks. 

All communications for Mr. Grigg should be addressed to the 
Secretary of the Committee at the Board of Trade, 7, Whitehall 
Gardens, London, S.W. 
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COMMITTEE ON RAILWAY RETURNS. 


The Board of Trade have appointed a Committee consisting of 
Mr. A. Clayton Cole (Chairman), Mr. W. M. Acworth, Mr. W. 
Bailey (Chief Accountant of the Midland Railway), Mr. G. Stapylton 
md (Board of Trade), Mr. A. Wilson Fox, C.B. (Board of Trade), 
Sir Charles J. Owens (General Manager of the London and South 
Western Railway), Mr. G. Paish, Hon. George Peel, and Mr, G. J. 
Whitelaw (Chief Accountant of the Great Western Railway), with 
Mr, H. Fountain (Board of Trade) as their Secretary, to consider 
and report what changes, if any, are desirable in the form and 
scope of the Accounts and Statistical Returns (Capital, Traffic, 
Receipts, and Expenditure) rendered by Railway Companies under 
the Railway Regulation Acts. 





COMMITTEE ON NATIONAL INSURANCE OF SHIPPING 
IN WAR TIME. 


A committee, constituted as follows, has been appointed by the 
Treasury to investigate the question of National Indemnity or 
Insurance of Shipping against loss from capture by the enemy 
at sea in time of war :— 

The Right Hon. Austen Chamberlain, M.P., Chairman; the 
Right Hon. Sir R. B. Finlay, K.C., G.C.M.G.; Sir Thomas Glen 
Coats, Bart., M.P.; Sir J. L. Mackay, G.C.M.G.; Sir George 
Sydenham Clarke, G.C.M.G@.; Sir George H. Murray, K.C.B.; 
Mr. H. Llewellyn Smith, C.B.; Captain C. L. Ottley, R.N., M.V.O.; 
Mr. Edward Beauchamp, M. Pp; Mr. Henry Neville Gladstone ; 
Mr. Frederick Huth Ja ackson ; and Mr, Arthur Lindley; Mr. 
George H. Duckworth will act as secretary. 

The committee is instructed to consider and report :— 

(1) Whether it is desirable that the State should undertake to 
make good to shipowners and traders, losses incurred through the 
capture of shipping by the enemy in time of war. 

(2) Ifso, whether such indemnity should be granted gratuitously, 
or should be coupled with the payment of premiums calculated to 
recoup the State—either wholly or in part—for the cost to be 
incurred. 

(3) What conditions should be attached to the grant of the 
indemnity, and what arrangements should be made for the proper 
working of the scheme. 





COMMITTEE ON RAILWAY SAFETY APPLIANCES. 


The Committee appointed by the Board of Trade to enquire into 
and report upon Railway Safety Appliances are now prepared 
to receive communications from inventors in regard to either-side 
brakes. Conditions respecting the same will be forwarded on 
application being made to the Secretary of the Committee, 8, 
Richmond Terrace, Whitehall, London, S.W. 
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Stettin—H. M. Consul at Stettin (Mr. R. Bernal), whilst regret- 
ting that enquiries from firms in the United Kingdom desirous of 
selling manufactured goods in Pomerania are but rarely received 
by him, remarks that some delay would frequently be avoided 
were these enquiries addressed to the Commercial Intelligence 
Branch of the Board of Trade, 73, Basinghall Street, E.C., from 
which such particulars can be obtained. 

Vaguely worded requests cannot, he says, be satisfactorily 
answered ; some details as to the nature of the business which it is 
desired to promote, whether import or export, the amount of com- 
mission or credit to be granted or expected, should be mentioned, 
so that some idea may be arrived at as to the class of agent or 
purchaser who would be most probably suitable or willing to do 
business with or act as agents for British firms. 

Mr. Bernal further remarks :—‘“ Prospective exporters would 
find it to their advantage to quote all prices in German currency, 
per kilo., metre, &c., c.i.f. Stettin ; the fact that this is frequently 
not done (especially regarding cloth) undoubtedly precludes many 
orders being placed in the United Kingdom, and many other- 
wise saleable articles, now not known or obtainable, would find a 
market here. 

“In an advertisement of a steamship company trading between 
German and French ports it is stated that ‘for Paris delivery 
franco domicile is undertaken.’ This could be done all over 
Germany through a forwarding agency and, there being a Custom- 
house in all large towns, the purchaser can be present when the 
goods are cleared: any shortage or damage can therefore be 
checked before delivery is actually taken. Were this system of 
delivery made available for buyers of British goods, increased 
trade would certainly result, buyers being averse to troubling to 
clear goods through Custom-houses.” (Foreign Office, Annual 
Series, 3,602.) 


Cadizi—H.M. Consul at Cadiz (Mr. A. Keyser) commenting, i 
his recent report, on the past slow development of the tw 
and the district around, says that now there are signs of 
activity and promise of new energy in a seeming desire to march 
with the times. Thus the present position may show many 


openings for British trade. (Foreign Office, Annual Series, 3,607.) 


Rio Grande do Sul—H.M. Consul at Rio Grande do Sul (Mr. 
G. Hewett) makes the following remarks in his report for 1905 on 
the development of British trade in that State :— 

“ British exporters cannot be too careful in seeing that their 
goods are accurately described in the Consular invoices in 
accordance with the Customs regulations, and all packages should 
be clearly marked on the outside with the weight and measurement, 
tare, &c., in metric terms, otherwise they will be liable to heavy 
fines. 
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“The English language is practically unknown here and is 
useless as a medium of trade. All catalogues, &., should be in 
the Portuguese language with metric weights and measures, and 
local currency prices subject to the fluctuations of exchange. . . 

“There is only one way in which a satisfactory business may 
be developed by new aspirants and that is by the employment 
of travellers speaking the Portuguese language, well equipped 
with samples, able to study the conditions of trade on the spot, 
and empowered to make all the necessary financial arrangements. 
Such travellers as come here, mostly travelling for Manchester 
houses, profess themselves well satisfied with their results. 

‘The most important matter for British merchants to get a 
thorough grasp of before embarking upon any venture is the 
Customs tariff and the regulations that accompany it. Full 
information can, no doubt, be obtained on application to the 
nearest Brazilian Consul, or the Commercial Intelligence Branch 
of the Board of Trade, 73, Basinghall Street, E.C. 

‘The native manufactures that foreign merchants have to 
compete with include woollen textiles, hessians, cotton fabrics, 
leather, flour, biscuits, beer, cigars and matches. Many of these 
goods are of excellent quality, but their prices are very high, 
owing to the tariff. A large amount of soap and candles of very 
fair quality is produced locally, to the exclusion of foreign makes.” 
(Foreign Office, Annual Series, 3,608.) 


Corsica.— Although in the opinion of H.M. Consul at Ajaccio 
(Mr. W. J. Holmes), there do not appear to be any certain or very 
promising openings for British goods in Corsica, British exporters 
might, perhaps, he says, find it possible to compete successfully in 
certain classes of goods if they would occasionally have recourse to 
the same methods as their French and German rivals employ. 
French commercial travellers constantly visit the island ; German 
occasionally, but the British commercial traveller is conspicuous by 
his absence. A price list or a catalogue, even though it be in the 
French language and illustrated, scarcely suffices for the Corsican 
merchant or tradesman. In most cases he wants to see and handle 
samples and judge for himself before he will buy, especially if the 
goods offered are new to him. Samples therefore should be sent 
or shown to him if it be thought worth while, and he must be told 
exactly what the goods will cost on delivery in French money. 
For a list of these goods see p. 561 of present issue. (Foreign 
Office, Annual Series, 3,614.) 

Roumania.—H.M. Consul-General at Galatz (Lieut.-Col. Trotter, 
C.B.), says that British commercial travellers are conspicuous by 
their absence from Roumania, and until a serious effort is made 
in this direction the United Kingdom cannot hope to compete 
with Germany and Austria-Hungary, the latter of which profits 
from its proximity, while the former has an overwhelming financial 
position in the country. In the selection of commercial travellers 
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men with good linguistic attainments (German, French, and 
Roumanian if possible) should be chosen. 

The British Vice-Consul at Braila (Mr. W. J. Norcop) re- 
commends that great care should be exercised in giving credit. 
It may, he says, be useful to merchants to know that:—(1) The 
extreme limit of prescription in Roumania for debts relating 
to commercial affairs in general is 10 years; (2) for bills of 
exchange, drafts, &c., it is five years; (3) for brokerage and com- 
mission, two years ; (4) for merchandise or goods of any descrip- 
tion sold to a private individual in Roumania (a non-trader), one 

ear. 
" The British Vice-Consul at Sulina (Mr. P. Sarell) says that the 
opening of direct relations with Sulina firms is not to be generally 
recommended. (Foreign Office, Annual Series, 3,618.) 


Chicago.—In his recent report H.M. Consul at Chicago (Mr. A. 
Finn) writes with regard to openings for British trade :— 

‘*‘ It is impossible for a new exporter to do business here unless 
he will create a demand for his particular trade-mark either by 
plentiful advertising or making terms with some agent here which 
shall be so good that he will push the sale of the particular brand. 
There is, however, a continual demand for anything new, and this 
Consulate has offered to place part of its office at the disposal of 
British merchants at a low rental to enable them to bring their 
goods before people here [see “ Board of Trade Journal” of 12th 
October, 1905, p. 55], but, as yet, little interest has been shown at 
home in this matter. China and cutlery from England, Ireland, 
and India; curios, tapestry, carpets, jewellery, and silver from 
India; lace and embroideries from Malta, India, and Ireland ; 
novelties from all over the Empire, could be shown at a small 
expense, and, it is believed, with great profit to the exhibitor. 

‘‘ British manufacturers and merchants must also give the same 
terms of credit as their rivals do. It is the custom in Chicago to 
allow 90 days to all customers except those whose credit is not 
good enough to allow them to receive any goods until they are paid 
for. In the United States the further west business is done the 
longer the credit that is allowed. 

‘It must, however, be borne in mind that each year the manu- 
facturers of the United States become better fitted to supply nearly 
all the absolute necessities of the people, and that importers will 
have to market raw material, articles partially manufactured which 
can be used for further improvement, and luxuries or goods the 
United States cannot produce. 

‘In many of these articles the competition is getting very keen 
and allows such a small margin that it is necessary, in order to 
make any profit, to import them through as few intermediaries as 
possible.” 

On the subject of advertising, Mr. Finn says that anyone 
wishing to bring goods before the American public must advertise — 
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in a manner that will attract the people, and although this may 
mean a large outlay at first, yet if it is properly done and the 
article worthy, good results are certain, but it will not pay to 
advertise a good thing badly or an inferior thing well. 

There are many ways of advertising adopted in the United States, 
each one of which is suitable to its particular line of business. 
British manufactures, curios and similar articles, would be found 
to pay best by being advertised in newspapers and magazines. 
Care must be taken to make the advertising attractive and con- 
tinuous, and all enquirers should be kept in touch with by a system 
of follow-up letters. These letters must be carefully worded and 
printed on good paper in an attractive manner, else they run the 
risk of being thrown into the waste paper basket. One of the 
reasons, in Mr. Finn’s opinion, why more British goods are not 
sold is because they are not known to the general buying public 
or because an American rival offers something of a similar kind put 
up in a more attractive form or with some other inducement to 








influence the buyer. 





(Foreign Office, Annual Series, 3,622.) 


COTTON IMPORTED INTO THE UNITED KINGDOM. 

The following statement shows the quantity (in cwts.) of cotton 
consigned to the United Kingdom during the month ending 31st 
May, 1906, compared with the corresponding period of 1905 :— 


























Month Month poe J 
, ending ending 

Country whence Consigned. 81st May 31st May in 1906, 

’ 9 ; 
1906, 1, | Re 
1905. 
(A) Consigned from Foreign Cwts. Cwts. Cwts. 
Countries— 
America eee 840,918 1,620,007 — 779,089 
Brazil ... 61,171 18,191 + 42.980 
Egypt ... . 134,145 234,223 — 100,078 
Other countries 14,289 8,449 ~ 5,840 
Total 1,050,523 1,880,870 — 830,847 
(B) Consigned from Places in 
the British Empire— 
East Indies... ese 75,790 16,374 + 59,416 
British West Indies .... 3,308 2,031 oo 1,277 
British West Africa ... 2,633 541 + 2,092 
British Central Africa 450 583 — 133 
British East Africa ... sy 470 42 + 428 
British Guiana and Honduras — — — 

Canada... ant one — 648 — 648 
Other British Possessions 4 — _ 4 
Total 82,655 20,219 + 62,436 
Grand total 1,133,178 1,901,089 — 767,911 
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NOTICES UNDER THE WEIGHTS AND MEASURES 
ACT, 1904. 


The following are copies of Notices (Nos. 33 and '34) giving 
the results of the examination and testing of certain patterns 
of weighing instruments, &c., for use in trade, which have been 
submitted to the Board of Trade under the provisions of Section 6 
of the Weights and Measures Act, 1904 :— 


(33) 




















ONEe IGHTH FULL SIZF, 


The Board of Trade have exarfnined and tested a pattern 
of a measure described as a Glass Cylindrical Oil measure of the 
form herewith shown, constructed to measure from }4-pint to 
1 gallon, and having a detachable spindle with discs marked 
4-pint, 1 pint. 2 pint, 4-gallon, and 1 gallon, submitted to the 
Department under the provisions of Section 6 of the above Act, 
but as the result of the examination was not satisfactory, the 
Board have declined to issue a certificate of approval. 
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ONE-SIXTEENTH FULL SIZE (Approximately). 
A.—Balancing weight actuated by a key. 


The Board of Trade have examined and tested a pattern of a 
weighing instrument of the form herewith shown, known as a 
lever “Lock” scale, of the maximum capacity of 14 cwt. 
(Class IIT), submitted to the Department under the provisions * 
of Section 6 of the above Act, and have issued a certificate that 
the pattern is not such as to facilitate the perpetration of fraud. 
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IMPORT TRADE OF BRAZIL. 

With reference to the statement on p. 106 of the “ Board of 
Trade Journal” of the 19th April, the following particulars of the 
import trade of Brazil during the nine months ended September, 
1904 and 1905, are taken from the “ Brazilian Review ” ‘of 22nd 


May :— 





Principal Articles of Merchandise. 





Raw cotton, pe textiles, &c. 
Steel and iron . one _ 
Wine «.. eee 
Machinery, appliances, ‘&e. 
Wheat-flour.... 

Xarque (jerked beef) .. 

Wheat - ove 

Coal 


Wool, raw, in thread and manufactured bee 


Codfish . 

Paper of all kinds 
Chemical products, &c. 
Kerosene - 
Earthenware, porcelain, &e.. 
Rice 

Butter 

Jute yarn 

Pine wood aie one 
Cattle ... - eco 
Hides and skins, ‘ke. 

Silk nee 

Olive oil 

Potatoes.. . 

Fruit and fresh vegetables 
Rubber (manufactured) 
Other articles ... 


Total merchandise ... 


Nine months ended Sept. 




















1904. 1905. 
» F 
£ £ 
2,774,484 2,672,714 
1,367,603 1,746,219 
1,216,367 1,247,429 
1,021,472 1,237,782 
1,199,387 1,149,161 
914,225 1,145,097 
829,648 1,040,677 
954,296 959,979 
495,341 559,018 
428,826 532,849 
451,723 504,722 
493,423 479,606 
433,955 438,526 , 
270,312 327,081 
299,836 307,138 
212,272 245,064 
210,430 227,712 
217,414 196,403 
63,450 191,911 
312,688 180,123 
144,124 158,904 
100,067 131,934 
135,762 131,393 
79,008 111,742 
83,430 107,170 
3,870,984 4,768,688 . 
18,510,527 20,799,042 





The principal countries whence the imports were derived are 


shown in the following table :— 





Nine Months ended September. 














1904. 1905. 
£ £ 

United Kingdom 5,186,078 5,542,046 
Germany 2,340,585 2,798,467 
Argentina hes ° 1,837,488 2,525,340 
United States ... 2,133,118 2,159,289 
France ... 1,638,887 1,822,272 
Portugal oon one 1,436,738 1,568,942 
Uruguay oe nee cee 930,516 1,024,377 
Belgium , _ se 588,118 781,998 
Maly see 672,377 714,676 
British Possessions and Protectorates 636,290 650,866 
Austria-Hungary io see 372,167 344,925 
Sweden and Norway ... eee 192,690 256,546 
Other countries 545,475 609,298 

Total... 18,510,527 20,799,042 
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TARIFF CHANGES 


AND CUSTOMS REGULATIONS. 


ISLE OF MAN. 


A copy of a General Order (No. 40/1906), dated 1st June, 1906, 
, has been received from the Customs Depart- 
rae of Tea nent notifying that, with the sanction of the 
_ Treasury and subject to the necessary covering 
legislation, the rate of duty on tea removed or imported into the 
Isle of Man has, by a resolution of the Tynwald Court been 
reduced, as from the 14th May last, from 6d. to 5d. per Ib. 





NEW ZEALAND. 


The “ New Zealand Gazette” for 19th April last, contains a 

istinins tien, Governor's Order (No. 172), dated 12th April, 

Corio Tartar. — 1906, which provides, under section 17 of the 

Customs and Excise Duties Act, 1888, for the 

imposition of a duty of 1d. per lb. on ‘Corio Tartar” when im- 

ported into New Zealand, that article having properties which 
enable it to be used for similar purposes as cream of tartar. 





TRANSVAAL. 


The “ Transvaal Government Gazette” for 18th May last, contains 
a Government Notice (No. 478 of 1906) which 


oa provides, under Section 5 of Ordinance No. 17 
Imrtaticn. of of 1902, that any person introducing into the 
ay rene Transvaal any stock or any ruminant animals, 


or dogs from oversea, or from any part of the 
Kast African Coast situated to the north of Durban, and between 
that port and Suez, unless accompanied by a written permit 
to do so, signed by the Director of Agriculture, Pretoria, or his 
deputy, shall be liable to a fine not exceeding 50l., or in default 
of payment to imprisonment with, or without, hard labour for any 
period not exceeding six months. 





NEWFOUNDLAND. 
Attention is directed to the notice on p. 593, respecting an Act for 
the encouragement of herring fishing and curing 
in Newfoundland, under the provisions of 
which the free entry of boats and outfits is 
provided for. 


Free Entry of 
Boats and Outfits 
for Herring Fish- 

ing and Curing. 





CYPRUS. 

The Board of Trade have received a copy of the Cyprus “ Taxation 

Tobacco Duties Amendment Law” (No. 7 of 1906), which 
Stina came into force on the 15th March, 1906. 

The present Law amends the rates of duty 

leviable on certain kinds of tobacco imported into, and manufac- 

tured in, the Island of Cyprus, as follows :-— 
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CYPRUS—continued. 











Article. Old Rate. | New Rate. 
ImPoRT DUTY. . op | S. ¢.p. 
Manufactured tobacco (not including cigars, cigarettes | 
and snuff) ... ioe = ... Per oke (2°8 lbs.)} 3 O 4 3 
Persian tobacco vo on —  - A .. = ce © 


ExcIsE DUTY. 

Tobacco manufactured in Cyprus (whether manufac- 
tured into cigarettes, or otherwise) Per oke (2°8 lbs.)| 2 44 
Note.—This excise duty is levied in addition to 

the import duty. 


we 
oO 
wi laad 








Note.—A copper piastre = 14d. 
Provision is also made in the Law under notice that the follow- 
ing taxes shall cease to be levied :— 
Verghi Temettu (tax on trade profits and incomes) ; 
,»,  Lrad (tax on house rents, &c.) ; 
Bedel-i-Askeri (military exemption tax). 


SWEDEN. 
The Board of Trade are in receipt, through the Foreign Office, of 
—_— information to the effect that the Riksdag has 
Straw Plaits sanctioned the duty-free admission into Sweden 
Free of Duty. of bast plarts and straw plaits. 











NORWAY. 


The Board of Trade are in receipt, through the Foreign Office, of 
information to the effect that the Norwegian 


Pes: Mela Customs Department have recently issued in- 
Denuin structions to Customs officers to admit reaping 
i, machines into Norway free of duty until further 


notice. 





FRENCH INDO-CHINA,. 


The ‘ Journal Officiel de l’Indo-Chine Francais” for the 30th 
April, contains the texts of Decrees fixing 
the consumption duty on matches, salt, and 
mineral oils at the following rates :— 


Consumption Tax 
on Matches, Salt, 
and Mineral Oils. 





. Piastres.* 
Packet of 10 boxes 
Matches of any origin deb | containing at cat 0-025 
70 matches 
Salt ... obe tas op swe 100 kilogs... 2°25 
Mineral oils suitable for lighting purposes Fre. cts. 


100 kilogs. gross... 6 00 


* Piastre = 2 frs. 35 cts. at present official rate of exchange. 
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SPAIN. 


The “ Gaceta de ayy why ” of 16th June contains copy of a Royal 
rder notifying that the average rate of ex- 
7 ” Pyiavuneny change notifying of exchange on Paris) during 
of Customs Duties the first fortnight of June was 10°13 per 
Pavable in Gola. °°*» and that the corresponding reduction in 
y ‘payment of Customs duties which are made 
in gold during the second fortnight of the present month is to be 
9 per cent. 





ITALY. 


In accordance with a recent Italian Customs Circular the regula- 
EER Ae on tions relating to the drawback of the duty paid 
Milk Chocolate, °2 the raw materials used in the manufacture 

’ of chocolate mixed with feculae* are to be re- 
garded as applicable also to milk chocolate. On the exportation of 
milk chocolate, therefore, drawback will be allowed on the quantities 
of sugar and cocoa actually used in the manufacture of the chocolate, 
as ascertained by analysis, at the rates of duty leviable on sugar 
and cocoa respectively ; but the aggregate drawback is not to 
exceed the fixed maximum rate of drawback on chocolate, wz., 
60 lire per 100 kilogs. 





UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. 


The United States Treasury Department have recently issued 
the following Customs Decisions :— 


Where an importer intentionally fails to carry to the entry 
dutiable charges (such as packing charges) 
oe ee which appear in the invoice, and the appraiser 
7 " adds such charges, additional duty accrues 

ane under Section 32 of the Tariff Act. 


Where an importer intends to make the contention that his 
ae oe merchandise is dutiable by virtue of the simili- 
- tude clause, it is necessary that he should state 


or ar so the fact in his protest. A protest claiming an 
— article to be dutiable under the proper para- 
FeRETES te. graph of the Tariff, but which fails to refer to 
the similitude clause, is insufficient to raise the question whether 
the article should have been classified ee the paragraph cited 
by virtue of the similitude clause. 


Under Section 21 of the Act of 22nd June, 1874, providing that 
Reliquidation at the ‘“‘ settlement of duties shall, after the expira- 
ee d Rate tion of one year from the time of entry, be finai 

‘and conclusive upon all parties,” a collector of 


Customs may within one year reliquidate the entry at an increased 





* See “ Board of Trade Journal ”’ for 8th February, 1906, pp. 276-7. 
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UNITED STATES OF AMERICA—continued. 
rate, though the duties found on the original liquidation have been 


paid and the merchandise withdrawn for consumption. 


In such a 


case, the contention of the importer that the importation was 
correctly assessed on the first liquidation is not a valid defence ; 
but it is open to the importer to protest against the reliquidation 
in the usual manner, under the provisions of Section 14 of the 


Customs Administrative Act of 1890. 


Where, under the provisions of Section 13 of the Customs Adminis- 


Invalid Reap- 
praisement— 
Dutiable Value— 


trative Act of 1890, an importer has appealed 
from the value found by the local appraiser, 
but the reappraisements by a General Appraiser 
and a Board of General Appraisers were shown 


Assessment On to be void, it is held that the value found by 


Appraised Value. 


should be taken as the dutiable value. 


the local appraiser and not the invoice value 


The following is the substance of some further Decisions affecting 


the application of the United States Customs 
Customs Decisions. Tariff, which have recently beeh issued by the 
Treasury Department at Washington :— 





Articles. 





Paragraph 
of the Tariff 
under which 

dutiable. 








Rate of Duty. 





Imitation precious stones composed of paste, known 
as incrusted stones, dutiable as imitations of 
precious stones 

Snaps or swivel clasps, composed. of brass, not 
plated, chiefly used in the construction of toy 
bracelets and necklaces 

Necklet clasps and slides set with imitations of 
precious stones and designed for use in the 
manufacture of cheap came ki dutiable as parts 
of jewellery 

Agate bearings. —Small pieces of agate, cut, 
polished and grooved, so as to be fitted for use as 
scale bearings, dutiable as manufactures of agate 

Braids or plaits of straw fastened together so as 
to form rectangular strips about 18 ins. by 36 ins., 
used in making hats, dutiable as straw braids or 
plaits ... 

Nickel anodes, drilled or not, dutiable ae nickel 
articles not specially provided for.. 

Carbon sticks intended to be used in electric 
lighting but requiring to have the ends shaped 
before they are suited for such use, dutiable, 
by similitude, as carbons for electric lighting ... 

[This reverses a decision reported at p. 266 of 
the “ Journal” for the 12th May, 1904.] 

Bristol board.—Varieties of Bristol board not used 
for drawing but known in trade as pasted bristol, 
wedding bristol, pasted wedding bristol, and card- 
board, dutiable as paper not specially provided for 





435 


193 


409 
193 


98 


402 


20 % ad val. 


45% 9s 


60 % 9 
> aa 


20% 9 
45% 55 


Dols. Cts. 


100 
sticks f , 


25 % ad val, 
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CUBA. 


The Board of Trade understand that in cases where protests ar® 

, made against appraisements and valuations, the 

ee ot difference between the amount of duty assessed 

ppraisements. and the amount claimed to be due is to be 

deposited pending the decision on the protest, after which it shall 

be paid into the Customs, or returned, according as the protest is 
decided for or against the Government. 


The Board of Trade have received, through the Foreign Office, 
copies of despatches from H.M. Legation at 
Havana reporting the following decisions of the 
Cuban Customs Department :— 


Framed pictures are to be assessed for duty on their total weight 
according to the material which determines the value of the article ; 
and, in case of doubt as to which is the material determining 
the value, according to the material subject to the highest duty. 


Common table knives and knives for use in industries, with bone or 
imitation handles, which, on account of their rough manufacture, 
do not enhance the value of the articles, are to be dutiable under 
No. 53 (0b) of the Tariff, at the rate of 52 cts. per kilog., provided 
that they do not come under the provisions of the Tariff relating 
to “articles composed of more than one material.” 


Wrought tron or steel buoys are dutiable under No. 57 or 38 of 
the Tariff, 7.e., at the rate of 3 dols. 90 cts., or 5 dols. 20 cts., per 
100 kilogs., respectively, according as they have or have not 
ornaments, borders, or parts of some other metal. 


Sardines, dried, pressed, smoked, salted, or pickled, are dutiable 
under No. 249 of the Tariff, at the rate of 2 dols. 60 cts. per 100 
kilogs. 


Customs 
Decisions. 
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SHIPPING AND TRANSPORT: 


FRANCE: 


The British Vice-Consui at Bayonne (Mr. P. Schoedelin) in his 
‘ne forDirect '°Ptt for 1905 (Foreign Office, Annual Series, 
~~ —— W1FeCl 3,616) repeats his remarks made in previous 
BA. svete ea! reports that a direct service between Bayonne 
oni en J and the United Kingdom would be a great 
Kined boon. He says: ‘“ Were the advantages to be 
ac derived therefrom once to be experienced by 
the inhabitants I feel confident that the trade would increase year 
by year, as has been the case with a Belgian line of steamers 
plying between Bayonne, Antwerp and Hamburg.” 


The British Vice-Consul at La Rochelle (Mr. C. J. H. Hamilton) 
considers that a direct British steamship 
service between La Rochelle-Pallice and the 
Bristol Channel and Liverpool is still a desi- 
deratum, as the service which was started last 
+ —tenggaaen’ spring was abandoned without a fair trial. 
United Kingdom. The steamer or steamers should be of small 

size to commence with and should call regu- 
larly twice a month. A six months’ trial would be necessary in 
order to inspire confidence in the permanence of the line among the 
French shippers of farm and market garden produce. 

Under these conditions, adds Mr. Hamilton, a considerable trade 
might be developed in the supply to western British markets of 
perishable produce from this and the neighbouring departments. 
(Foreign Office, Annual Series, 3,616.) 


Opening for Direct 
S.s. Service 
also between 
La Rochelle- 





SPAIN. 


H.M. Consul at Corunna (Mr. ©. M. Trayner) reports that the 
: a railways in construction in that district made 
Railways — ood progress during 1905. The line joinin 
Construction and 2°" 8 iS 
satel te Oviedo with Santander was opened for public 
yr coe , use in August and is to be connected by a 
re steam tramway from Covadonga for the trans- 
port of manganese and iron ore from the mines of the Asturiana 
Mines, Limited. 

The branch line from Verifia on the Northern Railway to the 
port of Musel is so far advanced that its completion may be looked 
for by the beginning of September, 1906; it will give an outlet to 
the port mentioned for the mining railway of Carrefio. This line 
if slightly extended would serve a much larger district, con- 
taining iron ore, than that which it at present runs through. 
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The two lines from Lieres and Botiello to Musel may reasonably 
be expected to be completed early in 1907, and will facilitate 
the working of many coal and iron properties now lying idle. 

It is reported that the Northern Railway Company proposes to 
build a new line to Castille by way of Sobrescobio, where there is 
a much lower mountain pass than that at Pajares. This line, if 
constructed, would be of the greatest benefit to trade, as it would 
shorten the route and relieve the existing line, already unable to 
deal adequately with the congested traffic of coal and other mer- 
chandise. (Foreign Office, Annual Series, 3,612.) 





ITAL Y—EGYPT. 


In his report for 1905 recently issued, H.M. Consul-General at 
Hamburg (Sir W. Ward, C.V.O.) says that the 
Hamburg American Steamship Company con- 
template opening a new steamer line next 
autumn between Naples and Alexandria, and, 
further, that an arrangement has been concluded 
by the company for starting a new service of 
steamers on the River Nile. (Foreign Office, 
Annual Series, 3,627.) 


Proposed new 
S.S. Line 
between Naples 
and Alexandria 
and new service 
of Steamers on 
the Nile. 





ROU MANIA. 


A despatch has been received from H.M. Consul-General at Galatz 
(Lieut.-Col. Trotter, C.B.), reporting that he 
has obtained the assent of the European Com- 
mission of the Danube to the adoption, as 
regards the port and roadstead of Sulina, of the 
new regulations for the lights of steam pilot 
vessels and fishing boats, as laid down in 
Articles 8 and 9 of the International Regula- 
tions for preventing collisions at sea. Lieut.-Col. Trotter forwards 
the following copy of a notice to navigators on the subject issued 
by the European Commission under date of 1st June :— 

“The European Commission of the Danube having adhered to 
the modifications introduced in Articles 8 and 9 of the inter- 
national regulations for preventing collisions at sea, gives notice 
to navigators that from the date of publication of the present 
notice, steam pilot boats employed in the roadstead at Sulina when 
on duty will carry in addition to the lights prescribed for all pilot 
boats, a red light placed 8 feet below the white light hoisted at the 
head of the foremast, and visible all round the horizon up toa 
distance of two miles, also the side lights prescribed for vessels 
under weigh. 

‘“ Fishing boats when engaged in fishing in the Sulina roadstead 
must conform to Article 9 of the above regulations.” 


Adoption at 
Sulina of New 
Rules regarding 
Lights of Steam 
Pilot Vessels and 
Fishing Boats. 
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ROUMANIA—continued. 


Lieut.-Col. Trotter has also forwarded copy of a further notice to 
Loading of pay ae ares by the European Commission, 
Vessels at Sulina. “The European Commission of the Danube 
informs captains and shipowners that from the Ist July, 1906, the 
loading of ships in the port of Sulina must be regulated in such a 
manner that in no case shall their draught, when loading, be 
allowed to exceed the depth with which they will be allowed to 
leave the river the day they go into the roads. It is therefore 
expressly forbidden for captains to load their full cargo in the 
port, should it be necessary afterwards to lighten the ship in order 
to reduce her draught before leaving the river. 
“ Infractions of the above regulation will be punished by a fine 
up to a maximum amount of 2,000 francs. (Article 129 of 


Regulations of Navigation and Police).” 


The following remarks regarding the peculiar advantages and 
Hints to disadvantages of the port of Sulina and its 
pene importance in the grain trade of the Danube 
m4 Sul; are taken from the report of the British Vice- 
regarding pula Consul at that port (Mr. P. Sarell) :— 

‘Sulina possesses little general interest from a commercial 
point of view except for those engaged in the Danube grain trade. 
Moreover, it is cut off from land communication with the rest of 
Roumania, being situated on the edge of a swampy flat of about, 
1,000 square miles in extent forming the delta of the Danube. 
Nevertheless, it is the principal shipping place for the grain of 
the entire Danube region, and shipowners engaged in this trade 
would do well to acquaint themselves with the peculiarities of the 
place and with the difficulties which assail their representative 
the shipmaster when they enter into contracts of affreightment 
involving loading or completing at Sulina. . . . . 

“The question of the competition of Greek shipping in the 
Danube is one which should be studied with attention by British 
shipowners. ‘This feature of the trade and the peculiar position of 
the port of Sulina, its geographical and other disadvantages, are 
specially commended to the notice of shipowners with the more 
emphasis, because there are, on the other hand, peculiar advan- 
tages enjoyed by shipping at this port which are to be found at no 
other port in the world. It is therefore desirable that these should 
not be to any extent neutralised owing to the apathy or ignorance 
of shipowners. 

‘As the seat of an international maritime authority the port 
offers absolute equality of treatment to vessels of all flags, and the 
berthing and other arrangements being of a peculiarly simple 
character, delays which prejudice shipping at many better known 
ports are here unknown. 
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“One difficulty is undoubtedly the agency question. One or 
two firms have their own agents here, and in such cases the ship- 
master is assisted to a certain extent, but it seems remarkable that 
in spite of the large number of British vessels annually loading 
here there should be only one British subject established here. 

‘National sentiment has, perhaps, but little connection with 
commerce, but it may be open to question whether British ship- 
owners would not do well to give the preference to their own 
countrymen in foreign ports and to encourage the establishment of 
British agencies, %.e., agencies conducted by British subjects in 
ports frequented by British shipping. 

‘At present Danube shipbrokers form, to a large extent, a 
distinct and separate collective interest. Two beneficent influences 
which operate at large centres, viz., publicity and competition, are 
unknown in the seclusion of Sulina, and for this reason the 
wording of contracts of affreightment for use at this port should be 
the more closely scrutinised before signature. Once the document 
is signed the mischief is irremediable.” (Foreign Office, Annual 
Series, 3,618.) 





MOROCCO. 


The British Vice-Consul at Tangier (Mr. E. W. Smith) reports 
that the port and harbour improvement scheme 


acemint g for Tangier took definite shape last year. In 

Improvements pe agg G f rit a ; 
at Tangier. u ast a erman rm obtained a concession 
from the Moorish Government to construct a 


mole and warehouse at the port. The construction is to consist of 
a curved mole, built on the site of the old English mole and 
measuring 360 yards in length by 18 yards in breadth, and also of 
a second but shorter mole. These two moles will thus form a sort 
of basin measuring about 900 yards. The average depth at low 
water within this basin will, however, be only 5 feet. The second 
or smaller mole is to measure about 108 by 48 yards broad, and 
upon it will be constructed a warehouse and two cranes, each 
capable of lifting 2 tons, to facilitate the landing of merchandise 
from the lighters. (foreign Office, Annual Series, 3,597.) 


UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 


The British Commercial Agent in the United States (Mr. E 
Reduced Railway Seymour Bell) reports that in order to meet 
ahem te Saduaher the continued inroads of Gulf and Canadian 

‘competition on import traffic (see ‘“‘ Board of 
Trade Journal” of 3rd May, p. 229), the Pennsylvania railway 
(Star Union Line) has made farther reductions on certain com- 
modities imported vut’ New York, which took effect on the 2nd 
June, and expire on the 3lst December next, shipments to be 
forwarded from American Atlantic ports prior to lst February, 
1907. The new rates may be seen at the Commercial Intelligence 
Branch of the Board of Trade, 73, Basinghall Street, E.C. 
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JAPAN. 


H.M. Ambassador at Tokio (Sir C. M. MacDonald, G.C.M.G., 
Watjonalisat; K.C.B.) reports that the Bill which has been 

. - — " assed by the Japanese Legislature provides 

of -Ralways, for the purchase by the Japanese Government 
of all the leading private railways of the country, including the 
Nippon (connecting Tokio and, Aomori), the Sanyo, and the 
Kyushiu (connecting Moji with Nagasaki, Sasebo, &c.). The 
purchases are to be effected between the years 1906 and 1915, 
but it is said that none will be made during the present financial 
year. A Bill has also been passed providing for the purchase by 
the Government of the recently constructed Seoul-Fusan Railway. 
This, it is stated, is to be the first railway to be bought. 





MINERALS, METALS AND MACHINERY: 


BRITISH INDIA. 


According to the “ Madras Mail,” graphite in large quantities has 
been discovered at a place called Seethareddi- 
padu, in British territory, 70 miles from 
Godavery, and, from experiments that have 
been carefully made, there is every probability of its proving 
remunerative. One of the leading European firms in Madras 
has sent out an expert to sink shafts and report results. 

Large quantities of graphite have also been discovered on and 
below the hills between Perakoonda in the Nizam’s Dominions and 
the Godavery River. No one has yet tried to prospect the place, 
but experts assert that any company will do well to work the 
graphite mines on the spot indicated. Graphite mines are also 
being worked about 80 miles from Godavery. 


BRITISH GUIANA. 


The Board of Trade have received, through the Colonial Office, copy 
of a despatch from the Governor of British 
Guiana enclosing a Government Notice con- 
taining the terms and conditions on which 
concessions will ordinarily be granted in the 
Colony under the provisions of the Mining 
Ordinance of 1903, subject to the requirements 
of the Mining Regulations of 1905 (see *‘ Board of Trade Journal ” 
of Ist February last, p. 226). The terms and conditions referred 
to are intended to show generally the obligations attached to con- 
cessions. They are not necessarily final or rigid, but may be varied 
in detail to suit different localities. 

The full text of the conditions may be seen at the Commercial 
Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade, 73, Basinghall Street, 
E.C. 


Graphite in 
Godavery. 





Government 
Notice as 
to Conditions of 
Granting Mining 
Concessions. 
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Minerals, Metals, and Machinery. 





GREECE. 


An important feature nee by H.M. Consul .at Piraeus (The 
Hon. R. Walsh), in the coal trade at that port 

a Coalat i, the successful establishment of a bedlach of 
— the Deutches Kohlen Depét. It imported its 

first consignment of 3,365 tons in 1904 and in 1905 it imported 
19,694 tons. The coal at this depot has found a ready market 
among the Greek steamship companies owing to its cheapness. 
The prices are said to be 2s. to 3s. less than for Cardiff coal. 


(Foreign Office, Annual Serres, 3,621.) 





BULGARIA, 


The report for 1905 of the British Vice-Consul at Sofia (Mr. 
G. O’B. Toulmin) states, with regard to mining 

Mining Laws. in Bulgaria, that the laws on the subject are 
liberal; the area, however, granted to each 

applicant is limited to 1,250 acres. The Government refuse to 
rant a concession unless the commission of Mining Experts 
appointed by the Ministry of Commerce and Agriculture, after 
visiting the land on which a preliminary search has been made, 
can certify that there is every probability of the mine turning out 
profitable. This precaution is taken to prevent the “ permis de 
récherche” of doubtful properties being sold by unscrupulous 
persons and money spent on mines that would not pay. The 
royalty is 5 per cent. of the product, and the term of concession 
90 years. The Mining Department, which is under the Ministry 
of Commerce and Agriculture, has recently issued a geological 
map of the country. Information is readily given of the different 
districts in which concessions have been granted, and samples of 
minerals found are on view at the above-mentioned Ministry. 
According to competent judges Bulgaria is rich in minerals, 
which, however, have been hitherto but little exploited. (Foreign 


Office, Annual Serves, 3,630.) 





ROUMANIA. - 


H.M. Consul-General at Galatz (Lieut.-Col. Trotter, C.B.), reports 
that the import of coal into Roumania is 


Use of , ore 
greatly falling off owing to the constant and 

, ay Fuel rapid increase of the employment on the rail- 
” ways. —_ ways of a mixture of Roumanian liquite and 


petroleum refuse. This is now almost invariably used to the ex- 
clusion of foreign coal. The use of this fuel in manufactories, 
combined with the equally rapid increase of the use of petroleum 
as a motive power, practically makes Roumania dispense with the 
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Minerals, Metals, and Machinery. 





use of British coal, except for steam navigation and the manufac- 
ture of gas, and although there has been a considerable progressive 
increase in the importation of British coal since 1900, the figures 
fall largely below the imports during the last decade of the last 
century, when they frequently amounted to over 250,000 tons. 
(Foreign Office, Annual Serves, 3,618.) 


UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. 


The British Commercial Agent in the United States (Mr. E. 
Seymour Bell) has forwarded a copy of the 
_, ston Ore ‘¢ Manufacturers’ Record” (Baltimore), of the 
Wield in Alabama. 5144 May, containing a description of a siliceous 
iron ore field in Talladega County, Alabama. ‘The existence of 
these deposits has long been known, but their value has but 
recently been demonstrated. This field is considered likely to 
play an important part in the iron trade of the Southern States. 
It has been estimated that the district contains a minimum 
of 200,000,000 tons of ore averaging about 45 per cent. of iron. 








YARNS AND TEXTILES. 


ROU MANIA. 


H.M. Consul-General at Galatz (Lieut. Col. Trotter, C.B.) reports 
that an attempt is about to be made by an 
Epo oom _ Austro-Hungarian firm to utilise the scold end 
rushes of the Danube delta in the manufacture 
of sacks.* It is said that very successful experiments have been 
made with a view of producing cloth suitable for sacks from 
these products, and that the firm in question have arranged to 
spend 40,000/. in the construction of a factory either at Galatz or 
in the delta for the manufacture of this article. Similar experi- 
ments have been made in the past but without satisfactory 
results. (Foreign Office, Annual Series, 3,618.) 





UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. 


The following statement, showing the exports of cotton goods 

eperts of (domestic manufacture) from the United States 

Cotton Goods to the undermentioned countries during the 

‘month ended 30th April, 1905 and 1906, 

has been compiled from the official statistics issued by the United 
States Government :— 





* See “ Board of Trade Journal ” 8th February, p. 283. 
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Month ended 30th 
To April, 
1905, 1906. 
Coloured and uncoloured cloths— Yards. Yards. 
United Kingdom one 316,789 319,250 
France ... - — _ 
Germany a 2,047 5,000 
Other Europe ... 188,591 50,787 
British North America — 715,327 731,648 
Central America and British ‘Honduras 2,831,415 2,549,996 
Mexico ... 296,466 213,827 
Cuba... 1,890,137 943,934 
Other West Indies and ‘Bermuda 1,682,886 2,195,852 
Argentina oon eee 290,811 353,985 
Brazil 1,003,093 827,949 
Chile 855,704 970,986 
Colombia 528,260 1,670,496 
Venezuela one 563,341 725,616 
Other South America . 835,054 462,630 
Chinese Empire 48,014,580 | 38,398,916 
British East Indies 1,007,700 — 
Hong- Kong 18,886 68,404 
Japan ... 586,612 37,766 
British Australasia 1,367,902 537,369 
Philippine Islands 1,556,444 426,746 
Other Asia and Oceania 3,237,254 4,640,384 
British Africa ... 962,011 796,574 
All other Africa 10,860 98,399 
Total quantity ... Yards} 68,762,170 | 57,026,514 
Total value - Dols.| 4,371,404 3,657,028 
Other cotton goods— Dollars. Dollars. 
United Kingdom 84,407 165,536 
Belgium oe 2,585 11,576 
France ... oon ~~ 1,359 4,739 
Germany 42,504 106,079 
Netherlands... 1,403 13,007 
Other Europe ... es 5,357 25,036 
British North America 243,822 $11,137 
Central America and British ‘Honduras 79,924 64,654 
Mexico ... 61,014 48,880 
Cuba... 32,440 38,350 
Other West Indies and ‘Bermuda 27,963 15,729 
Argentina ~_ oes 35,173 24,395 
Brazil 4,863 3,085 
Chile 4,770 4,929 
Colombia 5,845 1,600 
Venezuela ” 1,544 3,649 
Other South America : 4,848 8,977 
Chinese Empire 99,956 5,900 
British East Indies coe aed éve 248 —_ 
Hong-Kong... eee cee eee 108 568 3,678 
British Australasia ota nes ose 43,517 35,057 
Philippine Islands 5,473 12,472 
Other Asia and Oceania 6,565 13,654 
British Africa ... 18,224 35,774 
All other Africa 238 1,140 
Other countries 555 185 
Total value . Dols. 815,165 959,218 
Grand total value of all cotton goods exported Dols, 5,186,569 4,616,246 














590 THE BOARD OF TRADE JOURNAL. [June 21, 1906, 





Yarns and Teatiles. 








UNITED STATES OF AMERICA—continued. 


With reference to the statistics published on p. 514 of the “‘ Board 
TT of Trade Journal” of 16th June, 1904, the 

Capneny ine - British Commercial Agent in the United States 

OA le silks (Mr. E. Seymour Bell) gives, on the authority 
’ of the ‘‘ Manufacturers’ Record” (Baltimore), 
the following particulars of cotton mills in the Southern States :— 

There are 642 cotton mill companies and firms in the Southern 
States with 9,440,647 spindles and 216,293 looms. The actual 
number of mills is larger than 642, as some of the firms have more 
than one mill. 

South Carolina continues to hold the position of the foremost 
cotton manufacturing State of the South, having 186 mills.with 
3,329,408 spindles and 84,244 looms. North Carolina is second 
with 243 mills, 2,463,982 spindles and 51,265 looms. Georgia is 
third with 113 mills, 1,770,967 spindles and 83,590 looms. 

Large additions continue to be made to the manufacturing 
capacity of the Southern States, notwithstanding the great scarcity 
of labour which at times becomes acute. 





AGRICULTURE, 


UNITED KINGDOM. 


The prices of British corn per quarter of 8 bushels, as received 
from the inspectors and officers of Excise 
Corn Prices. in the week ended the 16th June, 1906, 
were as follows :— 
Wheat ... is ea ... 0s. 4d. 
Barley ... na ‘ab .. 208 6d. 
Oats... ... 208. 2d. 


For further particulars see p. 596. 


A statement is published on p. 597, showing the quantities of 
. the various descriptions of agricultural produce 
Imports of Agri- imported into the United Kingdom during the 
cultural Produce. ~ 44% ended the 16th June, 1906, as well 


as of the imports during the corresponding week of 1905. 





GERMANY—-SAMOA. 


The Acting British Vice-Consul at Apia (Mr. T. Trood) reports 
Rubber that a Berlin Company have commenced rubber 
Cultivation cultivation on a large tract of ground at 
Saluafata, 12 miles from Apia, many thousand 

seeds of Hevea having been planted out. Rubber cultivation 
being an entirely new thing in Samoa, it is impossible, says 
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GERMAN Y—SAM OA—continued. 


Mr. Trood, to make a positive and certain forecast regarding it, 
but in the opinion of some it offers greater advantages than cacao 
or cocoanut planting. Experience shows that Castilloa will grow 
there, but until tapping has begun and the yield can be approxi- 
mately ascertained it is impossible to say whether this or any other 
rubber tree will yield sap to the same extent as is the case in their 
natural habitat ; but this culture appears to be likely to yield in 
any case a profitable return on the capital invested. 


In the same report Mr. Trood states that copra was largely 
shipped last year, nearly 9,000 tons going to 


PE acm » Europe direct and to Sydney, and there is a 
Copra good prospect for the current year. The pro- 


duction of this article, at present the only 
Samoan export worth mentioning, might, in Mr. Trood’s opinion, 
be largely increased. Thousands of acres now lying idle could be 
turned into cocoanut groves, which 12 to 15 years hence would 
yield many thousand tons of copra, and as this tree can be planted 
in with other tropical plants, cacao for instance, there is no reason 
why more attention should not be paid to it. ‘The copra shipped 
to Sydney, perhaps half the quantity produced, is principally 
absorbed by the large soap manufacturers there, but a good deal 
goes to Europe. (Foreign Office, Annual Series, 3,623.) 





MISCELLANEOUS, 
UNITED KINGDOM. 


According to a report published in the “ Board of Trade Labour 
State of the Gazette ” 8 of the 16th June, based on 8,013 
Labour Marketin 7°tUrms:, Vi2-, 3,911 from employers and their 
Ma associations, 3,574 from trade unions, 456 from 
y: local correspondents, and 72 from other sources, 
employment in May showed little change compared with the 
previous month. In the engineering, tinplate, building and 
textile trades generally there was some improvement, while there 
was a slight decline in the coal mining, iron and steel, and 
shipbuilding industries. 

Compared with a year ago employment in all the principal 
industries showed an improvement ; there was a decline in the 
tinplate trade. 

In the 271 Trade Unions, with an aggregate membership of 
290,919, making returns, 21,080 (or 3°6 per cent.) were reported as 
unemployed at the end of May, the same percentage as in 
April, 1906. The percentage unemployed at the end of May, 
1905, was 5:1. 





* For list of principal contents see p. 598. 
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UNITED KINGDOM—continued. 


The following statement shows the quantity and value of fish 
Fishery Statistics landed on the English and Welsh, Scottish, 
ma 1906 > and Irish Coasts during the month and five 
y: : months ended 31st May, 1906, compared 


with the corresponding periods of the year 1905 :— 
































Month of May. | Five Months ended 3lst May. 
8 — | 1906. | 1905. 1906. 1905. 
he fl <P re 

| oo Value. | — | Value. or 4 | Value. | = Value. 

Englandand Wales—| Cwts. £ | Cwts. £ Cwts. £ Cwts. £ 

Fish, excluding shell | 

fish ...  ... _.../1,017,676| 611,589 | 1,148,847) 568,945 |'3,762,214 |2,892,049 |3,679,770 | 2,753,408 
Shell fish | — vn — 40,429 — 127,599 — 129,656 
Total Value...| — | 642,699) — | 609,374 — /|3,019,648 — | 2,883,064 


Scotland— | 
Fish, excluding shell 
fish ...  ...  ...| 474,627 | 178,606 | 459,412 | 167,965 ||1,675,590 | 781,262 |1,743,131| 731,590 
Shell fish ons iil — 8,563; — 8,526 — 29,365 ~- 28,665 












































| | 

Total Value ... — 187,169 — | 176,491 — | 810,628 —- 760,255 
Ireland— | 
Fish, excluding shell | | | 

fish ... we ...| 152,771 | 61,476 199,384 | 58,571|| 230,070; 110,362 | 274,029 111,118 

Shell fish — 976 bo 1,168 | — | 4,059 -H 3,872 

Total Value.... — 62,452; — 59,739 — | 114,421 _ 114,990 

Nore.-- All the above figures are subject to correction in the annual returns. 


The number of bales of cotton imported into the United Kingdom 
during the week ended the 14th June, 1906, 
Cotton Statistics. was 28,275 (including 35 bales British West 
Indian and 441 bales British West African), 
and the number imported during the twenty-four weeks ended the 
14th June was 1,995,296 (including 4,191 bales British West 
Indian and 3,262 bales British West African). As regards 
exports, the figures are, for the week ended the 14th June, 1906, 
7,284 bales, and for the twenty-four weeks, 187,606. 
For further details see p. 596. 








INDIA—PERSIA. 


With reference to the notice on p. 229 of the “ Board of Trade 
ee Journal” of 2nd November, 1905, and to pre- 
P vious notices respecting the British Indian 


Baap tae Commercial Mission to South-Eastern Persia, 
jgeseren “it may be noted that the report of the Commis- 


sion has now been published. Copies of the 
report may be obtained from the Upper India Chamber of Commerce, 
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Cawnpore. A copy may be seen on application at the Com- 
mercial Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade, 73, Basinghall 
Street, E.C. 





NEWFOUNDLAND. 


The Board of Trade have received from the Assistant Collector of 
Customs, Port of St. John’s, copy of an Act for 


H pity Soe the encouragement of the herring fishery and 
erring *isnine the better cure of herring in Newfoundland. 
and Curing. 


This Act provides for the granting under cer- 
tain conditions, by the Governor in Council, of free entry of boats 
and outfits ; of a subsidy to persons engaged in “ drift-net” fishing 
for a continuous period of not less than two months; and of a 
bounty of 50 cents per barrel upon all herring cured and packed 
by bond fide residents according to the Scotch method. 





RUSSIA: 


The British Commercial Agent in Russia (Mr. H. Cooke) reports, 
on the authority of the official ‘‘ Commercial 
and Industrial Gazette,” that the American 
Westinghouse Company has purchased in 
Moscow for 4,000,000 roubles the enormous works of the Central 
Electrical Company for the construction of dynamo engines, costing 
the latter company 6,000,000 roubles. 


American Enter- 
prise in Russia. 





DENMARK. 


The following figures, showing the production of spirits, beer: 
beet sugar, and margarine in Denmark in 
the last three years, are taken from the 
recent report of H.M. Consul at Copenhagen 
(Capt. Boyle) :— 


Production of 
Spirits, Beer, 
Beet Sugar, and 














Margarine. 
ame 1908. 1904. 1905. 
Gallons. Gallons. Gallons. 
Spirits (14°38 under proof) 7,029,167 6,623,088 6,959,010 
Beer— 
Taxed (amount of spirit being over 
21 per cent. of weight) ... ... | 20,576,486 | 21,184,065 | 19,550,321 
Untaxed (amount of spirit being 
under 24 per cent. of weight) ... | 32,217,260 | 33,489,780 | 34,292,529 
Cwts. Cwts. Cwts. 
Beet sugar ... 917,294 882,537 1,299,371 
Margarine ... 394,407 417,582 436,749 








(Foreign Office, Annual Series, 3,624.) 
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DENMARK—continued. 


With regard to the requirements of the Danish authorities respect- 
, ing commercial travellers, Capt. Boyle reports 
ony that the Danish Ministry for Foreign Affairs 
- esawenai have now issued instructions to their Consular 
representatives in the United Kingdom contain- 
ing the necessary information and stating what steps should be 
taken by travellers before leaving, so that there may be no delay 
in obtaining a licence on arrival in Denmark. Commercial tra- 
vellers should therefore communicate with the Danish Consul 
nearest them and be supplied with the requisite documents issued 
in the proper form. 


In the same report Capt. Boyle gives particulars of a Union of repre- 
sentatives of foreign firms in Copenhagen, which 
has been started by some of the leading agents, 
for the purpose of establishing relations between 
industrial and commercial centres abroad, and 
leading and trustworthy representatives in Denmark, and for the 
placing and introduction of their goods on the Danish market; 
further, to assist foreign firms to obtain reliable agents, and to 
render them information as to the prospects for opening trade. 
Only agents who hold a “ Grossererborgerskal” (wholesale licences 
costing 11/. to take out and 1l. 13s. annually) are admitted as 
members. A ‘‘ Grosserer” (wholesaler) is amember of the ‘‘ Gros- 
serer societed”” (Chamber of Commerce), and has admittance to 
the Exchange. 

It is also intended that the Union will, as far as possible, prevent 
dishonest agents from obtaining the representation of foreign 
houses. There is no charge for information given by the Union. 


GERMANY. 

H.M. Consul at Stettin (Mr. R. Bernal) reports that the advent of 
steam fishing boats has caused increased catches 
of immature winter herrings, which, it is stated, 
curers have salted for the Continent. In the 
opinion of Stettin importers this quality is un- 
suitable for those markets and the feeling is that this practice 
should be discontinued. The result of the export is almost invari- 
ably unfavourable to the curer, as the fish cannot be sold, or should 
this be possible, only at ruinous prices, and further it is prejudicial 
to the high reputation enjoyed by Scotch cured herrings. (Foreign 
Office, Annual Series, 3,602). 


FRANCE: 
H.M. Consul at Dunkirk (Mr. E. Taylor) reports that as enquiries 
Oe, addressed to his Consulate respecting the 
— D i rate of exchange at which cheques can be 
. purchased on London, it may be useful to note 


Union of Repre- 
sentatives of 
Foreign Firms. 





Importation of 
unsuitable 
Salted Herrings. 
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that the usual charge at Dunkirk is 1 c. (although occasionally it 
has been 13 ¢.) in the 1/. higher than the Paris rates for cheques 
on London as quoted daily in the London papers. (Foreign Office, 
Annual Series, 3,629.) 





CONGO FREE STATE. 


The Board of Trade have received copy of a Decree of the Congo 
Free State, dated 22nd January, approving an 


fax on Ordinance of the Governor-General of the State 
Commercial . ” i 

Sesdiiilab imposing taxes on commercial travellers carrying 

VOLNerS. on operations within its territories. It is pro- 


vided that persons acting as agents, interpreters, commercial 
travellers, &c., are liable to a personal annual tax fixed - 
150 francs, unless the person in question, or his principal, i 
already subject to the direct personal tax in the State. A pa 
license is granted on payment of the tax, which has to be produced 
to the authorities whenever required. It has also to be presented 
and viséd at the frontier stations when the holder enters or leaves 
the territory, a charge of 5 francs being made for each visa. The 
legislation referred to is now in force. 





UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. 
H.M. Embassy at Washington has forwarded under date 30th May 
Reaietiae teen OORT of a Bill, which had then passed both 
P Houses of Congress and awaited the President’s 
aera signature, to exempt from Internal Revenue 
Revenue Tax of ;,. denatured alcohol for use in trade and 
Denatured ; 
Alcohol industry. 

; Under the Act, from and after the 1st January 
next, domestic alcohol of such degree of proof, and under such 
Regulations as the Commissioner of Internal Revenue, with the 
approval of the Secretary of the Treasury, may prescribe, may be 
withdrawn from bond without the payment of Internal Revenue 
tax, for use in the arts and industries, and for fuel, light and 
power. The alcohol is to be denatured so as to destroy its 
character as a beverage and render it unfit for liquid medicinal 


purposes. 


A communication from a trustworthy source has reached the 
, Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board 
Warning astothe of Trade conveying a warning regarding an 
Stock of was endeavour which it is reported is about to be 
American made by a certain company in the United 
Company. States to dispose of its stock and bonds in 


London. Further information will be given to any British firms 
interested on personal application to the Principal of the Branch at 
73, Basinghall Street, E.C. 
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STATISTICAL TABLES. 


Cotton Returns. 


Return of the Number of Bales of Cotton Imported and Exported at the 
Various Ports of the United Kingdom during the Week and 24 Weeks 
ended 14th June, 1906 :-— 



































Week ended — Week ended 2 — 
—— 14th June, 14th J 14th June, 14th J 
1906 _ 1906 _— 
F 1906. P 1906, 
IMPORTS. EXPORTS, | 
(Bales.) (Bales.) 
No. No. No. No. 
ee EE. 1,462,625 5,691 100,234 
Brazilian a aaa dad 10,128 163,880 752 9,912 
East Indian ... tee mee 5,065 82,212 337 18,865 
Egyptian R _ eee _ 251,029 354 54,416 
Miscellaneous ne sind 2,434* 35,5507 150 4,179 
Total ses ave elie 28,275 1,995,296 7,284 187,606 




















* Including 35 bales British West Indian, and 441 bales British West African. 
5 6 ae ‘ ‘ 3,262 


9 ”? 





Corn Prices. 

Statement showing the Average Price of British Corn, per quarter of 
8 bushels, Imperial Measure,* as received from the Inspectors and Officers of 
Excise in the week ended 16th June, 1906, and corresponding weeks of 
the seven previous years pursuant to the Corn Returns Act, 1882. 





Average Price, 











Wheat. Barley. Oats. 

. -* & ad, a -& 

Week ended 16th June, 1906 ... vi na =< 23 «6 20 «(2 
Corresponding week in— 

1899 ... ~ ote one — “a aa 26 2 ne. 32 

1900 ... oes one eon eee wv aU 23. = +B 18 ll 

1901 ... - ie ote ie ~s 28 6 3 20 3 

1902 ... one ene _ we we ae =f 23. «6 23 0 

1903 ... ae a ain ian at =. a 2 18 3 

1904 ... oes owe ees ete a ee: m6 CUS 16 8 

1905 ... we see ine mam 26 0 19 1 














* Section 8 of the Corn Returns Act, 1882, provides that where returns of 
purchases of British Corn are made to the local inspector of Corn Returns in any 
other measure than the Imperial bushel or by weight or by a weighed measure that 
officer shall convert such returns into the Imperial bushel, and in the case of weight 
or weighed measure the conversion is to be made at the rate of sixty Imperial 
pounds for every bushel of wheat, fifty Imperial pounds for every bushel of barley, 
and thirty-nine Imperial pounds for every bushel of oats. 
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Imports of Agricultural Produce into the United Kingdom. 


Account showing the Quantities of certain kinds of Agricultural Produce 
imported into the United Kingdom in the week ended 16th June, 1906, 
together with the quantities imported in the corresponding week of the 


previous year. 

















Week ended | Correspond- 
autenges 16th June, | img Week in 
1906, 1905. 
Animals, living :— 
Oxen, bulls, cows, and calves ee ..-| Number. 14,734 11,884 
Sheep and lamb i i hk ae Oe “ 675 2,896 
Swine ... ‘il cen abe om - os — 150 
Horses ... es . 360 138 
Fresh Meat :— 
A os ae - Cwts. 123,204 84,882 
ou ek es - 186,713 49,991 
Pork eee eee eee eee eo ee ” 4,604 3,018 
Salted ,or preserved meat :— 
Bacon ... we a a 7” on Cwts. 104,252 104,108 
gay) eet ee” ge Soa m 1,751 932 
Hams... ‘ise ia ue ane ee ” 29,978 25,854 
Pork... ae coe one we 3,726 3,913 
Meat, unenumerated, salted or fresh ee ” 13,708 9,729 
Meat, preserved otherwise than by salting... mn 14,757 8,325 
Dairy produce and substitutes :— 
Butter ... ‘ ph ie Cwts. 103,917 71,515 
Margarine ae ee . 20,266 17,022 
Cheese ... ates on ons ome - - 60,815 38,041 
Milk, fresh, in cans or drums ove eee - = — 
» cream aa ons on o 107 67 
»» condensed iy -aiee  “aaee” 19,100 12,61 
»» preserved, other kinds... oat ing é 14 ) 26 
Eggs aguas spe. yen aes 596,862 314,474 
Poultry eee eee ee ° Value £ 3,784 2,533 
Game an a mm ae . 2,777 13 
Rabbits, dead (not tinned) ee ee 225 3,518 
Lard ne ah wie “ 44,999 25,397 
Corn, grain, meal, and flour :— 
SEDO aD a ee one Owts. 2,546,900 1,750,900 
Wheat meal and flour ie. Sie ae . 262,100 142,200 
Barley eee eee eee eee eee ee ” 294,600 280,100 
Oats eee eee nee eee eee eee ? 605,400 432,600 
Peas... ion a ee én 29,710 80,325 
le a a a ag pe 1,550 20,910 
Maize or Indian corn ... ae ol 1,006,200 637,500 
Fruit, raw :— 
tn «an. a hl a 24,557 10,794 
Apricots and peaches... «sx. = see ees ‘s 109 336 
P Bananas a ee ee ee oe 185,445 147,315 
ae ee ae ee 30,074 22,559 
a” sha is ee ae . _ 316 
Gooseberries ... ... cee ww eis . 2,189 709 
ti: ws  « as. dae ae = 143 294 
ad. {Tiago a 10,195 10,796 
Oranges ... ea ee ee oa 77,367 30,458 
a a oe tie de . « ve 81 23 
te fe ae el a 22 — 
Strawberries... ose eee ese ous = 9,420 5,689 
Unenumerated... ... i Me a 1,512 1,281 
a ae Seat one sai ‘te Tons. 3,602 3,281 
Straw ‘> . tikes, aa ~~ he 1,376 1,648 
Moss Litter nih = . 1,193 1,243 
Hops a ae ae a Owts. 6,178 115 
Locust Beans ois wid obs ons on jo 1,045 100 
Vegetables, raw :— 
NS oe - ..-| Bushels. 45,038 64,601 
Potatoes ” oe “ Cwts. 435,048 353,898 
Tomatoes ai we ae a a - 14,148 36,118 
Unenumerated ... _ eve - -| Walue £ 12,922 13,061 
Vegetables, dried ne he yom Cwts. 436 476 
Preserved by canning... - 5,430 2,581 
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GOVERNMENT PUBLICATIONS. 
TRADE RETURNS OF THE UNITED KINGDOM. 


The Monthly Accounts relating to the Trade and Navigation of 
the United Kingdom for the month of May, 1906, have been 
published. The accounts, which are issued on the 7th or 8th of 
each month, may be purchased at a cost, in the piesent instance, 
of 1s. 2d. per copy, either directly or through any bvokseller, from 
Messrs. Wyman & Sons, Fetter Lane, E.C., and 32, Abingdon 
Street, S.W.; or Messrs. Oliver & Boyd, Edinburgh ; or Edward 
Ponsonby, 116, Grafton Street, Dublin. 

Attention is further called to the fact that Volume: l. of 
the ‘‘ Annual Statement of the Trade of the United Kingdom with 
Foreign Countries and British Possessions” for the year 1905, 
may be purchased at a cost of 7s. 8d. at any of the addresses 
enumerated above. This publication, which contains much more 
detailed and exhaustive information than can be given in the 
Monthly Accounts, gives Abstract Tables for the years 1901-1905, 
and detailed statements of imports and exports of each article 
(from and to each country). The second volume will contain 
details as to customs revenue, transhipments, and articles in bond, 
and particulars of the trade of the United Kingdom with each 
foreign country. 


THE BOARD OF TRADE LABOUR GAZETTE. 


The *‘ Board of 'l'rade Labour Gazette”* is published by the Board 
of Trade about the 16th of each month. The following are among 
the more important articles which appear in the June issue :— 
State of the Labour Market in May; French and German Strikes 
in 1905; Austrian Trade Unions in 1905; Wholesale Prices in 
America; Old Age Pensions in Australia; Municipal Housing in 
Venice; and Recent Conciliation Cases and Collective Agreements. 


FOREIGN OFFICE REPORTS. 


The tollowing is a réswmé of some of the more interesting 
subjects dealt with in Consular Reports of the Annual Series 
issued since the last number of the “ Board of Trade Journal.” 

ANNUAL SERIES. 


No. 3,626. Trade of Cochin China, 1905. 


Statistics of shipping; ex- Customs rules and Ship- 
ports of rice, pepper, copra, master’s duties at Port of 
hides, &c., imports of piece- Saigon. 
goods and general merchan- 
dise. 





* It can be purchased through any newsagent, price 1d. 
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No. 3,627. Trade of Hamburg, 1905. 


Further development of in- 
dustry and trade, including 
interchange with the United 
Kingdom. 

Shipping returns. Account 
of progress of principal steam- 
ship companies, showing gene- 
rally favourable results, except 
in the Levant trade. 

Analysis of trade statistics, 


with comparative tables of 


imports and exports from and 
to the United Kingdom. Notes 
on trade with India, British 
Colonies and principal foreign 
countries. 


Bemarks on the course and 
extent of business in staple 
articles. : 

German industrial activity 
caused larger imports of coal, 
which appear likely to increase 
further. 

Condition of the shipbuilding 
industry. 

Proposed deepening of dock 
basins. Other public works. 

Effects of new commercial 
treaties on German industry 
and commerce, and methods 
of combating them. 


Reports by the British Vice-Consuls at Liibeck, Bremen, 
Harburg, Rostock, Emden and Kiel. 


No. 3,628. Trade of Shanghai, 1901-4. 


Statistics of imports and 
exports. 

Notes on fluctuations in 
principal foreign imports. 


Progress of exports of silk, 
raw cotton and tea. 


Returns of shipping. 


No. 3,629. Trade of Dunkirk, 1905. 


Increase in imports and ex- 
ports, the former chiefly in 
cereals and nitrate of soda, and 
the latter in sugar, machinery 
and metal goods. 


Shipping returns, .showing 
increase in entries of British, 
French and Dutch tonnage. 

Commencement of Freycinet 


dock extension works. 


No. 3,630. Trade of Bulgaria, 1905. 


Harvest prospects excellent, 
and financial position generally 
sounder than of late years. 

Notes on the course of trade 
in principal imports from the 
United Kingdom. 

Openings for trade and in- 


dustry ; hints as to foreign 
competition. 

Prospects of exploitation of 
mineral resources. 

New port and _ railway 


works. 
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Government Publications. 





No. 3,63). 


No falling off in trade ; large 
increase in exports to South 
America. 

Imports of coal amounted to 
838,071 tons, as compared with 
796,999 tons in 1904. 


Progress of port works which 


Trade of Barcelona, 1905. 


will probably be completed 
within three or four years. 

Development of _ electric 
tramways, which are now en- 
tirely in the hands of German 
and Belgian Companies. 


This publication also contains reports from Alicante, Burriana 
and Castellon, Denia, Gandia, Palamos, Palma, Port Mahon, San 
Feliu de Guixols, Tarragona, Valencia and Gullera. 


No. 3,632. Trade of Teng Yueh, )905. 


Total trade shows a reduc- 


tion of 41,330/., as compared 
with 1904. 


Description of principal trade 
routes to Burma. 

Notable decline in imports, 
more especially in cotton goods. 


No. 3,633. Trade of the Friendly Islands, 1905. 


Marked advance in the finan- 
cial and commercial prosperity 
of Tonga. 

Particulars of population. 


Statement of imports from 
Sydney, Auckland, Fiji, Samoa 
and San Francisco. 


No. 3,634. Trade of Quilimane, 1905. 


Small increase in exports, 
due to development of cocoa- 
nut plantations; marked de- 
crease in imports. 


No. 3,635. 


Total trade amounted to 
10,080,772/., as compared with 
8,364,642/. in 1905. 

In spite of the severe com- 
petition of the United States, 
Germany and Belgium, British 
merchants still hold their own. 


Particulars of port improve- 
ments. 

Projected railway to British 
Central Africa. 


Trade of Peru, 1905. 


" Steady advance in the econo- 
mic development of the country. 
Details of new railways and 
roads. 
Particulars of the mining 
industry. 
Remarks on the cost of living 
in coast towns. 










































June 21, 1906. } 


THE BOARD OF TRADE JOURNAL. 601 





Government Publications. 





No. 3,636. 


Large increase in imports 
and exports. 

Great advance in the sugar 
industry. 

Particulars of citrus, cotton, 


Trade of Porto Rico, 1905. 


coffee, pineapple, and tobacco 
cultivation. 

Development of steam and 
electric railway systems. 


This publication also contains reports from Ponce, Mayaguez, 


Arecibo, and Humacao. 


No. 3,637. 


Remarks on the new German 
Customs tariff. 
Decrease in export of hops to 


United Kingdom. 


Trade of Baden, 1905. 


Notable activity in the build- 
ing trade. 


No. 3,638. Trade of Madeira, 1905. 


Increase in total exports ; 
decrease in exports to United 
Kingdom, 

Heavy falling off in imports 
of coal from United Kingdom. 


Detailed examination of the 
wine industry. 

Particulars of German enter- 
prise. 


No. 3,639. Trade of Brest, 1905. 


Details of trade and shipping 
at Brest, Morlaix, St.-Brieuc- 
Le Légué and Lorient. 

Particulars of port improve- 


ment works 
construction. 
Remarks on agriculture, with 
special reference to the straw- 
berry trade at Plougastel. 


and lighthouse 


Reports from the British Vice-Consuls at St. Nazaire and 


Nantes. 


No. 3,640. Trade and Finances of Mexico, 1905. 


Detailed examination of the 
fiscal system of Mexico, with 
statistics of the revenue derived 
from direct and indirect taxa- 
tion. 

Table of imports for the last 
two years, with particulars of 


No. 3,641. Trade 


Remarkable increase in im- 
ports of both foreign and native 
goods. 

Table showing the chief 
cotton imports from the British 


the countries of origin of the 
principal imports. 

Particulars of the exports 
of gold, silver, copper, coffee, 
tobacco, timber, &c. 

Précisof the various measures 
modifying the monetary system. 


of Newchwang, 1905. 


Empire and the United States 

of America during 1901-5, 
Statistics of the principal 

imports and exports during 


1899-1905. 
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THE COMMERCIAL INTELLIGENCE 
BRANCH OF THE BOARD OF TRADE. 








The Intelligence Branch of the Commercial Department of the 
Board of Trade (No. 73, Basinghall Street, London, E.C.) is 
intended to be a centre at which information on all subjects of 
commercial interest shall be collected and focussed in a form 
convenient for reference, and at which, so far as the interests of 
British trade permit, replies shall be given to enquiries by traders 
on commercial matters. 

On application being made to it either personally or by letter, 
the Branch supplies, so far as is possible, information with regard 
to the following subjects, viz.: Commercial Statistics; Matters 
relating to Foreign and Colonial Tariffs and Customs Regulations ; 
Lists of firms abroad engaged in particular lines of business in 
different localities; Foreign and Colonial Contracts open to Tender. 
Sources of Supply, Prices, &c., of Trade Products; Forms of 
Certificates of Origin; Regulations concerning Commercial 
Travellers, &c., &c. There is a Sample Room at the offices of the 
Branch, where, in addition to samples illustrative of reports of 
H.M. Consuls or of the Correspondents or Special Commissioners 
of the Board of Trade, specimens of special interest that may be 
received from the Imperial Institute, India, or the Colonies, &c., 
are exhibited from time to time. 

The Governments of India, Canada, Cape of Good Hope, and 
Queensland, also the Governments of the Transvaal and Orange 
River Colony, have established, in proximity to the Commercial 
Intelligence Branch, at 73, Basinghall Street, special offices for 
dealing with trade matters (see next page). | 

The “ Board of Trade Journal” is the principal medium through 
which intelligence collected by the Commercial Intelligence 
Branch, and intended for general information, is conveyed to the 
public. The ‘ Journal” is issued weekly at the price of ld. All 
applications respecting subscription, or the purchase of single 
copies, should be addressed in London to Messrs. Wyman & Sons, 
Ltd., Fetter Lane, E.C., and 32, Abingdon Street, S.W.; in 
Edinburgh to Messrs. Oliver & Boyd; and in Dublin to Edward 
Ponsonby, 116, Grafton Street. Copies may also be obtained from 
Messrs. G. Street & Co., Ltd., 30, Cornhill, E.C. 
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SPECIAL INDIAN AND COLONIAL 
TRADE ENQUIRY OFFICES. 

India.—The India Trade Enquiry Office at 73, Basinghall Street, 
London, E.C., has been established for the purpose of supplying 
the general public withall avaiJable information as to the commercial 
products, manufactures and trades of British India. 

The office is under the superintendence of an India Office official, 
who is in daily attendance to answer personal or written enquiries. 

The current publications of the Government of India dealing 
with Indian Trade statistics, tariff charges, railways, economic 
products, &c., are kept in the office, and can be consulted free: the 
various Indian Directories are also filed. 

Canada.—The Canadian Government have secured premises at 
73, Basinghall Street, London, E.C., where an office has been 
opened under the designation of “Canadian Government City 
Trade Branch,” for the convenience of the commercial community. 

In due course it is intended to equip and maintain a display 
room, illustrating the products, resources and manufactures of the 
Dominion. In the meantime, a Canadian representative attends 
daily to deal with enquiries and applications in connection with 
Canadian import and export trade, and to supply information 
about Canadian matters generally. Personal appointments can be 
arranged when desired. 

Cape of Good Hope——The Government of the Cape of Good Hope 
have opened offices at 73, Basinghall Street, London, E.C., for the 
purpose of a Commercial Agency for that Colony, under the 
direction of the Agent-General. 

The Commercial Agent in charge of these offices deals with, and 
supplies free, information on trade subjects connected with the 
Colony, such as commercial products, industries, trade, tariff regu- 
lations, commercial statistics, railway rates, prospects for emigra- 
tion, &c., &c. 

Queensland.—F or the convenience of the commercial community 
in the City of London, the Agent-General for Queensland has 
opened a branch office at 73, Basinghall Street, London, E.C., 
where a representative attends daily to give information to 
enquirers regarding trade, mining, and all other matters in con- 
nection with Queensland. 

A collection of articles representative of the pastoral, agricultural, 
and mining industries of Queensland are on view, and information 
regarding these industries can be obtained at the Office, as above. 

Transvaal and Orange River Colony.—A Trade Enquiry Office 
has been opened at 73, Basinghall Street, E.C., by the Govern- 
ments of the Transvaal and Orange River Colony, on the lines of 
the agency established at the same address by the Government of 
Cape Colony, but under the general direction of the Commercial 
Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade. 

The Superintendent in charge of the Office deals with, and 
supplies free, information in regard to the products and resources 
of the two Colonies, the opportunities they present to the settler, 
their railway facilities, the regulations of all kinds in force in 
them affecting trade, &c., &. 

March, 1906. 
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IMPERIAL INSTITUTE. 4 


The Imperial Institute at South Kensington was transferred by 
Act of Parliament to the control of the Board of Trade on the 
ist January, 1903. ‘The work formerly carried on by the Com- 
mercial Intelligence Office of the Institute is now conducted by 
the Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade. 

The Imperial Institute is chiefly occupied with the systematic 
investigation and illustration of the principal resources of India 
and the Colonies. It includes :— 

1. The Galleries, containing collections of economic products, 
&c., illustrative of the natural and commercial resources of British 
Possessions. ‘These are open free to the public daily (except on Sun- 
days) from 10a.m.to5p.m. Special arrangements may be made for 
the visits of schools and other educational institutions. Informa- 
tion concerning India and the Colonies, their products, industries, 
prospects for emigration, &c., may be obtained on verbal applica- 
tion at the Central stand in the Galleries, or applications may be 
addressed in writing to the Director of the Imperial Institute, 
South Kensington, 8.W. Publications furnishing information 
relating to the commerce, agriculture, mining and other industries 
of India and the Colonies, as well as those relating to emigration, 
may also be obtained on application at the Central stand. From 
time to time samples and specimens of raw and manufactured 
products will be shown in the sample room attached to the offices 
of the Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade at 
73, Basinghall Street, E.C. 

2. The Scientific and Technical Department with extensive 
laboratories specially equipped for the purpose of investigating 
problems connected with tropical agriculture and development. 
In this Department new or little known natural products from 
India and the Colonies, and commercial products from new 
sources, received through the Government of the countries con- 
cerned, are examined with a view to their valuation and utilisation. 
The expert staff of the Department is also engaged in the collec- 
tion of information from all sources on these and similar subjects. 

3. The Library and Reading Rooms, containing a large collection 
of Indian and Colonial works of reference, which are regularly 
supplied with the principal official publications of India and the 
Colonies, and with many of the principal newspapers, periodicals 
and maps of the United Kingdom, India, and the Colonies. 

4, Conference and Meeting Rooms which are available under 
certain conditions for the purpose of meetings, lectures, &c., on 
subjects of importance to India and the. Colonies. : 

5. 'The “ Bulletin of the Imperial Institute.” This publication, 
which is now issued quarterly, includes reports on investigations 
conducted at the Imperial Institute, and also special articles 
relating to recent developments in tropical agriculture and in 
the utilisation of raw materials. The ‘ Bulletin” may be 
obtained at the Imperial Institute, South Kensington, or from 
Messrs. Eyre and Spottiswoode, Hast Harding Street, Fleet 
Street, E.C., price one shilling per number. 


























